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= R joy F . the ; young: 1 State, 
8 of your: auipiciaus.rwies and. 
| the Conſtitution. in Pariic ry. which is the . 
of our government. und a glory 40 the revolution 1 
nerica, while it fangs f free from being perwerted. 

I be grcal Mr. Jobs Locke, in 4 — 


ago, eſpouſed the cauſe of liberty: 0 be joy of every n. 


: | wember the farmer extion bad peculiarities belonging to. 


may r. 


the age, coumm and genius of that people ; but in ibi: 5 


edition 1 have corretten ſams feu f 
c tbe obſolete lerms— retrenching ſome of bis negative ſen- 
 lences = ſuppreſſing: ſome \ redundances that: carried the 
eſſence of 1aucology— explaining ſome things ubat ap- 
deared uninteiligible, prrbats by ibe fault of, ibi tronſ- 
lalor; pet andeuvor ing by nene of | thoſe mall ami nd. 
men 4 conſront ids ideas of the au hr. I had ne. 
vertbeleſs, rather. jabjun ia the idea of. a:modern and 
much celebrated author in his ingenious d Hinliions, who 
 Jaysg;** Tr is preſumption in any to claim a right to any 
ſuperiority over their brethren ; ſuch a claim is i- 


pl ed whenever any f them . cle 1g taſtrate ibe 


them. and ſame I. 


| veſt.” And again be ſays, HH here it is onl\ angle 


that property is tounded in giace, and nt felcnionfly” - 
gul in practice, it is noi lo be regarded by the entbority 
of the 1** er”. Lc 1 bepe there 58. be 1 rea 43 
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utility gained from this letter by every candid reader. 
| There is nevertbeleſs, Arminian ſtrotes remaining com- 
=p mon perhaps to the age or man who wrote'it, that are not © 
1 veficd, but as the delign of it was not to deſcribe 
. docirine, ( hope it will diſguſt none) but the ſole of it 
| was 10 diſtinguiſh between the power of the magiſtrate 
JJ / (( Aon 
I T defire to thank God, and rulers under bim, that in- 
Fringements on our natural rights in matters of religion, 
| Lite ceaſed, in compariſon to what they were centuries 
JF 
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: apo ; and that the conſtitution of Vermont affords us a 
mirror to bebold the virtue of the! compilers, as well as 
 Hafety to all the ſubjefts of your domain, while its parts 
' remain inviolate, and the governed ceaſe from the 
3 ipirit of innovaſion and faftion ;, which is the bearty 
Prayer of one of your ſubjefts, that the laws may po 
. forth from the Legiſſature, and be executed according to 
the true intent of the conſtitution; and that per felt 
uniulerupted liberty in matters of religion, may take 
Place, ſo that all Hruggles and ſcribbles may in this re- 
To this end may your Extellency prefide a waſting. 
Bleſſing to @ peaceable, proſperous, and happy people; 
mean while would beg leave to inſcribe the following 
beiter to your Kxcellency's candid peruſal, © © 
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74 H E abi Lbs cording Tdh. "A 
printed in Latin this very year, 1690, in Hol- 
land, bas already been tranſlatta both into Dutch aud 
French. 80 general and ſpeedy an approbation may 
therefore Leſpeck is favorable recepiion. in England 
and america, 1 think indeed there is no nation under 
| Heaven. in which ſo much has already been ſaid upin 
| that (udjet, as ours. But het certainly there is no peo 
_ ple that fland in more need of baving jomuthing further 

aid and done among ibem, in "this point, hb we do. 
Our government bas not only been partial in matters 


of religion, but thoſt alſo bo have Juffered under that 


pPartialiiy, & bave therefore enlteavored by rbtir writings 


 tovindicate their own rights ani liberies, bave for ts N 


moſt parc done it upon narrow primciplts, Ae to 
tte interefts of their own ſells, 7 
This narrowneſs of ſpirit on all Ades . a 

| been tbe trincipal occc/ton of our mi ſer des and confuſi- 1 
ons, But whatevjr have been (be occahon, it is now. 
bigh time to ſeek for a thorough cure. We bave mes of 
wore generous re edies than whit have yet been made 
| uſe of in our reg It is neither declarations of © 
| indulgence, nor alis of comprebenſſon, ſuch as have yet 
been prafiiſed or prejeied amongit us, that can do the 
work 7 be . will but e the "_ en Fl 
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41 all pratiiced, * 7 
ae in general, or * dieting parties of the 


| Feople towards ane another, 
| treats of that ſubj ect, bowever briefy, yet more er a 


tableneſi and prafiicablent]s of the ibing,. will be 6 
Hemd big bly [caſonable. by all wan. that haue jauls 


ro the READER, 


U 
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Alas libs rl, 741 and true liberty, equal and in- 
partial liberiy, is _ thing that we fand in need of. 
Now though this bat indeed been much talled of, 1 
doubt 5; Py not been m e 12 I am ſare no 
nors towards be 


I cannot therefore but bope, that this diſcourſe, ROY”, 


than any we have yet ſeen, demonitr ating both the egui- 


large enough 10 prefer the ru. cauſe of ibury. before 


that of g party. 


171 ig 107 ihe uſe of . a5 are already 2 27 or 


| 5 2 inſpire that /prrit into thoſe ſbat are not, that 7 f have 
tranſlated it into our languag 2. ; 


But the thin 11 ſelf is fo Ir, that it will. 5; bear. 
a longer pb. ag _ 1 leave it therefore io tbe configera-. 


— 


lion of my countrymen, and buarlily ib they may make. 
zbe uſe Wt it that it OO ih e i. SER 
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MINCE vou arc pleaſed to enquire. what. are n 
thoughts about the mutual toleration of chiji 5 
tlans in their different profeſſions of religion, I my, 2 
needs anſwer you. freely, that I eſteem that tolgtati. 
on, or liberty to think and act for themſelves in; 
matters of religion, to be the chief chatactetiſtical 
mark of the true church, For whatſoever ſome pec⸗ 
ple boaſt of the antiquity of places and namet, or of. 
the pomp of their outward worſhip z others, of the 
reformation. of their diſcipline; all, of the orthodoxy, 
of theit faith: theſe things, and all others of this 


nature, are much rather: marks. of wen firiving 0 9 1 


power and empire. over one another, thao. of. the. 
church of Chriſt, Let any one have never fo true 

2 claim to. all theſe things, yer if he be deſtitute of 
charity, meckneſs, and goodwill ip general towards E 
all, mankind, even to thoſe. that are not chriſtians, 
be is certainly, yet ſhore of being a true che ithian 


| himſelf. Loke 22, 25 The: kings of the Gentiles. LE 


exerciſe: lordfbip. over. them, laid bot Saviour, to his 
diſciples, ut ge all nat be.fa. I he,bufine!s of ttve 
religion, is quite another. ching, It i not inftituced | 
"IR eee ee pomp, nar „ 
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the pl 907 00 of * eit FRE AY not to 
, the exercifing of compulſive force; but to the te. 
gulating meos lives according to the rules of virtue 
and piety. Whoſoever will lift himſelf under the 
| banner of Chrift, muſt in the firſt place, and above 
all thiogs, make war upon his own luſts and vices. 
Ic is in vain jor any man to vſurp the name of 
Chriſtian, without holineſs of life, purity of man- 
ners. and benignity and meekneſs of ſpirit, 
Thou when thou art converted, ſtrengthen thy breth- 
rm, (Luke 22. 32.) ſaid our Lord to Peter, It 
would indeed be very hard for one that appears 
_ careleſs about his own ſalvation, to perſuade me - 
that he were extremely concerned for mine, Forit 
is impoſſible that thoſe ſhould ſincerely and hearti- 

Iv apply themſelves io makę other people Chriſti- 
ans, who have not really ew Faced the Chriſtian 
religion in their own hearts, k the goſpel and the 
apoſtles may be credited, no man can be a Chriſtian 


_- without charity, and without that faith which works 


not by force, but by love. Naw I appeal to the 
coaſciences of thoſe that perſecute, deſtroy, and kill 
other men upon pretence of religion, whether they 
do it out of friendſhip and kindneſs towards hem, 
or no: and [ ſhall then, and not till then, believe 
they do ſo, when I ſhall ſee thoſe fiery zealors cor- / 
rectiog. in the ſame manner, their friends and ac. 
qvaintance, for the rnanifeſt ſins they commit againſt 
the precepts of the goſpel; when I ſhall ſee them 
perſecote with fire and ſword, the members of their 
own communion that are tainted. with enormous 


15 vices, and without amendment are in danger f 


cternal perdition; and when I ſhall ſee them thus 
| exyfeſs their defire of the ſalyation of Cheir _— . 


[ , 1 
by he iafliction of torments, and exerciſe of 4 
manner of cruelties. For if it be aut of a ptinci- 
ple of charity, as they pretend, and love to mens 
 Jouls, that they deprive them of their eſtates, maim 
them with corporal puniſhment, ſtarve and tor ment 
them in priſons, and in the end even take away | 
their lives; I ſay, if all this be done merely 10 make 
men Cbriſtians, 3 procure their ſalvation, why. 
then do they ſuffer whoredom, fraud, malice, and ſuch 
like enormitiet; (Rom. 1.) which manifeſtly redithey 
of heatheniſh corruption to abound among their 
flocks and people? Theſe, and ſuch ring things, 
are certainly more contrary to the glory of God, 0 
the purity of the church, and to che ſalvation of. 
ſeouls, than any conſcientious diſſent from excleGal- 
tical deciſions, or or ſeparation from public worſhip, 
- Whilſt accompanied with innocency of life, Why 
then does this burning zeal for God, for the chusch, 
and for the ſalvation of ſouls ; burning, J lay, de, 
rally, with fire and faggot, pals by thoſe mor 
vices and wickedneſſes, withoyt any chaſtiſemem, 
which are acknowledged by all men to be diame- 
_ rrically oppoſite to the. proteſſjoa ot chriſtiavicy 4 + 
and bend all its neryes either to the introducing of 
ceremonies, or to the eſtabliſhment of apiaruns, 
wh. ch for the moſt part are about nice and intricate. 
matters, that exceed the capacity of ordinary n- 
derſtandings? W hich of the parties contending a- 
bout cheſs" things is in the right, which of them is 
guilty of ſchiſm or hereſy, whether thole that com- 
veer or thoſe that ſuffer, will then at laſt be mahi- 
5 zeſt, ehen che cauſe of * ſeparation 
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judged of, 'He = who follows Chrift, em. 
braces his doctrine and bears his yoke, though be 


forſake both father and mother, ſeparate from the 


public aſſembly and ceremonies of his country, or 
Whatſoever elſe he e will not then be 
jodged an heretic, 


Now, though the diviſions that are e ahoogt ſects 
ſhould be allowed to be never fo obſtructive of the 
ſalvation of ſouls, yer nevertheleſs, adultery, fornica- 
tion, uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, idolatry, and ſuch like 
things, cannot be denied to be works, of the fleſh ; con- 


cerning which the apoſtle has exprefly- declared, 
that they who do them ſhall not inherit toe kingdom of 


God, Wholoever therefore is fincerely ſulcitous 


about the kingdom of God, and thinks it his duty 
to endeavor the eolargement of it ainongſt men, 


ought to apply himſelf with no leſs care and induf- - 


try to the rooting out of theſe immoralities, than to 


the extirpatioh of ſeas, But if any one do other- 


wiſe, and whilſt he is crouel and implatable towards 


thole who differ from him in opinion, and be in- 
dulgent to ſuch eee are undecoming the 
name of a Chriſtian, let luch a one talk never o 
much of the church, he plainly demonſtrates by bis 


actions, that 'tis an earthly kingdom he aims at, 


ard not the advancement of the kingdom of God, 
That any man ſhould think fit to cauſe another 
man, whoſe ſalvation he heartily dt ſites, to expire. 


in tormeats, and that even in an unconverted eſtate, 


would, I confels, ſeem very ſtrange to we; and, I 


think, to any other alſo, But no body, ſurely, will 
ever believe that ſuch a carriage can proceed from 


charity, 
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charity, love, or good - will. If any one maintain 
that men opght to be compelled by fire and ſword 
to profeſs certain docttines, and conform to this or 


that exterior worſhip, without any regard had unto 8 
their morals z if any one endeavor to convert thoſe 


that are erroneous unto, the faith, hy forcing them 


to profeſs things: that. they do not believe, and al- 
lowing them o practice things chat the N d does 


not permit; it cannot he doubted indeed but ſuck 


a one is defirous to haye a numerous aſſembly join- 
ed in the ſame profeſſion with biqiſelf: but that he 
principally intends, by thoſe means to compole a 

truly Chtiſtian church, is altogether incredible. 

It is not therefore to be wondered at, if thoſe who 
do not really contend, for the advancement of the 
true religion, and of the church of Chriſt, make uſe 
of arms that do not beloog to the chriſtian Warfare. 

If, like the Captain of our ſalvation, they fincerely 
"Geficed the good of louls, they would-tread in the 
ſteps, and follow the perfect example of that Prince 
of Peace, who ſent out his ſoldiers to the ſubduing 
of nations, and gathering them into his church, oor 

armed with the iword, or ather inſtruments of farce, 

but prepared wich the goſpel of peace, and with the 
exemplary holineſs of their cooverſation, This was 
his method. Though if infidels were to he convert- 

d by force, it thoſe who are eicher blind or obſti- 
nate were io be drawn off from theit errors by armed 
toldiers, we Know very. well that it was much more 
eaſy for him to do ic with Armies of heavenly Icgions, 


han tor any ſon of the Adel ber. e . 
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F he tolerttion of thoſe who differ from others in 
Matters of religion, is ſo agreeable to the goſpel of 
Joſus Chriſt, and to the genuine reaſon of mankind, 
that it ſeem monſtrous for men to be ſo blind, as 
not to perceive the neceſſity and advantage of it, in 
fo clear a light. I will pot here tax the pride arid 
Bmbition of ſome, the wuntharitable zeal of others. 
Tet chefs are favits from which human affairs can 
perhaps ſcarce ever be perfeRly freed 5 but yet ſuck 
is no body will bear the plain imputatien of, vithout 
tovering{ them with ſome ſpecious colour; and ſo 
pretend to commendation, & Hilſt they are carried 
Away by theit own ifregular paſſions. But however, 
that foie my not colour their ſpitit of perſecution 
and ünchriſtian cruelty, with a pretente of care of 


the public weal, and obfervartion of the laws; and 
that others, under pretence of religion, may not 


feek impunity for their licentiouſneſs. In a words. 


that bone may impoſe either upon himſelt or others, 
by the pretences of loyalty or obedierice to the 
prince, or of renderneſs and fincerity in the worſhip 


of God, I efteem it above all things neceſſary to 


diſtioguiſh exaRly the buſineſs of civil government 
from that of religion, and to ſettle the juſt bounds 
that lie between the one and the other, If this be 


not done, there can be rio end put to the controver- 


Hes that will be always arifing, berween thoſe who | 


have, or at leaſt pretend to have, oa the one fide, 3 
eoncernment for the irjtereſt of mens ſouls, and on 


the other (ide, a Eare of the Commonwealth, = 5 
T Bf mmionwealth ſeems to me to be a ſociety df 
wen conſtituted only for the procuriog, preſerving; 


#114 zdvancing of their own civil intereſts, C 


93 


(its. 7 


u interifis 1 call life, liberty, and kealth ; au 


the poſſeſſion ot outward things, ſuch as money, 
lands, houſes, furniture, and the like.. 


It is the duty of the civil magiſtrate, by the im- 


partial execution of equal laws; to ſecure unto all the 


people in general, and to every one of his ſubjects in 
particular, the Juſt poſſeſſion of theſe things belong · 


ing to this life. If any one preſume to violate t 


las of public juſtice and equity, eſtabliſhed for the 
Prteſer vation of theſe things, his preſumption is to 
de checked by the fear of puniſhment, conſiſting ta 


the deprivation of thoſe civil interefts, or goods, 


which otherwiſe he might and ought to enjoy. But 


ſeeing no man does willidgly ſuffer himſelf to be 
puniſhed by the deprivation of any part of his 


goods, and much tefs ot his liberty or life, there- 
fore is the magiſtrate armed with the force and 
ſtrength of all his ſubjects, in order to the puniſh- 
ment of thofe who yiolate other mens civil rights. 
No that the whole juriſdiction of the magiſtrate 
'feaches only to :hefe civil concernments z and that 


all civil power and dominion, is bounded and con- 


_ fined to the care of promoting theſe thiags; and 
that it neither can nor ought in any manner to be 
extended to the ſalvation of ſouls ; theſe following 

conſiderations ſeem pnto me abundantly to demon- 


ftrate. | 


Firſ, Becauſe thie care of ſouls is not comtnitted 


bY. 1 the civil magiſtrate any more than to other men. 
t 


is not committed unto him, I ſay, by God; be- 


aeuauſe it appears not that God has ever given any 


ſuch authority to dne man over another, as to com. 
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pel any one to his religion. Nor ean any ſuch pow- 
er be veſted in the magiſtrate hy the con/ent of the 
people; becauſe no man can ſo far abandon the care 


of his own lalvation, as blindly to leave it to the 


choice of any other, whether prince or lu dject, to 


pteſcribe to him what faith or worſhip he ſhall em- 


brace, For no man can, if he would, conform his 
faith to the dictates of another, All the life and 
power of true religion. conſiſts in the internal per- 
ſuaſion of the mind : and faith is not faith without 


believing. Whatever profeſſion we make, or what - 


ever outward worſhip we may conform to, if we are not 
fully ſatisfied in out mind that the one is true, and the 
other well · pleaſing uato God; ſoch profeſſion & ſuch 
practice, far from being any furtherance, are indeed 
great obſtacles to our ſalvation. I ſay, in offering 
thus unto God Almighty ſuch a worſhip. as we e- 
ſteem to be diſpleafing unto him, we add unto. the 
number of our other fins thoſe alſo. of hypocriſy, 


| and contempt of his Divine Majeſty. 


In the ſecond-place. The care of ſouls cannot be= 
long to tue civil magiſtrate, becauſe bis power con- 
fits. only in outward, force: but true and ſaving 
religion conſiſts. in the inward perſuaſion of , the 
mind; withaut which nothing can be acceptable ta 
God. And ſuch is the nature of the underſtand- 
ing, that it cannot be compelled to the belief of any 
thing by out ward force. Conſiſcation of eſtate; can 
the 
award judgment that they have framed. of things. 
It may indeed be e that the magiſtrate 
may make ule of argues, And d thereby draw the 
heterodox 


18 3 


heterodox into the way of truth. I grant it. But 
this is common to him with other men. In teach- 
ing, inſtruct ing, the erroneous by reaſon, he may 
certainly do what becomes any, good man to do. 

Magiſtracy does not oblige him to put off either 
bumanity or chriſtianity. But it is one thing to 
per ſuade, another to command: one thirg to preſs 
with arguments, ahother with penalties. Every 
man has commiſſion to admoniſh, ex bort, and con- 
vince another ot error, Bat to give laws, receive- 
obedience, and compel with the ſword, belongs to 
none but the magiſttate, And upon this ground' 
I affirm, that the magiſtrates power extends not te 
the eftabliſbing of any articles. of faich, or forms of 
worſhip, by the force of his laws. For laws are of 
no force at all without penalties, and penalties in 
this caſe are abſolutely impertinent; becavie they 
ate not proper to convince the mind. It is only 


light and evidence that can work a change in mens 


opinions. And that light can in no manner pro- 
ceed from corporal fofferingy, or any other ourward 
Pn i 

In the third Ali's The care of the glei of 
mens fouls cannot belong to the magiſtrate; be- 
cauſo, though the rigor of laws and the force of 
penalties were capable to convince and change mens 
minds, yet would not that help at all to the ſalvati- 
on of tlieit ſouls. For there being but one truth, 
one way to heaven; what hopes is there that more 
men wonld be led into ir, if they had 90 other rule 
to follow but the religion ot the court; 


dot ag 2 — to * the light of their own 
; reaſon 3 


and were 
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reaſon z to oppoſe the diftates of their own oaks 
ences z and blindly to reſign up themſelves to the 
will of their governors, and to the religion, which 
either ignorance or ſuperſtition had chanced to eſta- 
bliſh in the countries where they were barn ? In. 


the variety and contradiction of opinions in religion, 


wherein the princes of the world are much 3 
the narrow way would be much ſtraightened, One 
country alone would be in the tight, and all the 


teſt of the world would be put under an ob- 


ligation of following their princes in the ways that 
he leads. And that which heightens the abſurdity; 
and very ill ſuits the digaity of a Deity, men would 
owe. their eternal Happinels or e to the places . 
of their nativity. . 
Theſe conficerations, to omit * others that 
might have been urged to the ſame purpoſe, ſeem unto 
me fufficient to conclude that all the power of civil 
government relates only to mens civil intereſts ; is 
confined to the care of the things of this world; 
and hath nothing to do with the world to come. 
Let us now conſider what à church is, A church 
then I take to be a voluntary ſociety of men, join- 
ing chemſelves together of their own accord, in or- 
der to the public worſhipping of God, in loch 2 
manner as they judge acceptable to him. 
I fay it is a free and voluntary ſociety, No body. 
is born a member of any church, Otherwiſe che 


religion of parents would deſcend unto children, by 
the lame right of inheritance as their eſtates, and 5 
every one would hold his faith by the ſame tenute 
l. bis lands 3 than which nothing gan be im: 


agined 
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pgined more abſurd, No tan by hates is dennd 
uvnto any particular ehureh ör ſett, but every: ot 


_ himfelf voluntarily to that ſociety in which 


he believes he has found that profeſſon'and worſtiiÞ 
which js crply-acpeptable ynw'God, For if dfters 
wards he diſcover any ching either errenedus in the 
doctrise, or ingbngruous in the worſhip ef chat {ek 


ciery to which he hasJoined himſelf; why ſhould it 


not be as free for him to go out as it WAs [0 ehter? 
No membet ot à religious. ſociety ca be tigd with 
any other hondg but what proceed from a belief that 


God is worſhipped aright, A church chen 8% 
fociety of members volunrafily uniting th this en - 


f follows tivw That wwe confider what is the pit 
of this church, and unto what laws Ir is guess. 


Foraimuch as oo ſociety, how free ſoever, or 5 


on whatſoever ſlight occalion inſtituted, (whether of 


philoſophers, merchants, or men'of leaſure, for my 
tual converſation and al 


ther, but will preſently diſſolve 3nd break to 


bers all gonſent to obſet yr ſome order, Place and 


time of meeting muſt be agreed on. Rules for 


admitting and excluding members muſt be eſ}abliſh- 


a regular courſe, and ſuch "like, "Cannot be owirced, 


| But ſiace the 3j joining together Mr ſeveral mec herz 


inco this church ſociety, as has already been demon- 
ſtrated, is abſolutely free and ſpontaneous, it necel- 


farily tollows, that che right of . ak ing its laws can 
| Helong e to . bot 1 ae adelt/; or dS 


(which. 


eontſe,) no chureh br com: 
paay, I ſay, can ip the leaſt ſupſiſt and hold iqge- 


pieres, 
unleſs it be regulated by ſome Jaws, and the me- 


ed. DiſtinQion of officers, and putting things into. 


f 0 N 


(which is the ſame thing) to choſe whom the ſociety | 


by common conſent has authorized thereunto. 

Some perhaps may object, that no ſuch ſociety 
can he ſaid to be a true church, unleſs it have in it 
a biſhop, or preſbyrer, with ruling authority derived 


From the very apoſtles, and continued down unto 


the preſent times by an uninterrupted ſucceſſion. 


To theſe I anſwer, In the firſt place, Let them ; 
ſhow me the edit by which Chrift has impoſed that 


law upon his church. And let not any man think 
me imperrinent, if io a thing of his conſequence, 1 
require that the terms of that edict be very,expreſs 


and poſitive, For the. promiſe. he has made us, 


Mat. 18. 20. That. wbereſoever $109 or three are ga- 


thered together in his name, be will be in the midſt af 
them, ſeems to imply the contrary. Whether ſuch 
an aſſembly want any thing neceſſary, to a true 


church, pray do you conſider. 
Z Next, Pray obſerve how great have always beer 
the diviſions amongſt even thoſe who lay ſo much 


ſtreſs upon the divine inſtitution, and continued 
ſocceſſion of a certain order of. as in the church, 


Nou their very diſſeation v1avoidably-puts vs up- 
on a neceſſity of deliberating, and conſ quently al- 


lows a liberty of chooſing that which upon conſide- 


ration we prefer, 


Aud in the laſt place, { coolea; that theſe men 1 | 


a ruler of their church, eſtabliſhed by ſuch a long 


| ſeries of ſucceſſion as they Judge neceſſary, provided 


__ TI may have liberty at the lame time tw. join myſelt 


to that ſociety in- which I am perſuaded the wer- 
Wh of God are to be found. In this manner 


eccleſiaſtical 
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; ecelefiaſtical liberty 5 be Te d . ſides, 


and no man will-have a legiſlature inipoſed Den 
him, but whom himſelf has 7 0 3 


But fince men are fo ſolicitobs about the true 
church, I would only aſk them, bete by the way, if 


it be not more agreeable to the church of Chriſt, io 


make the conditions of her communion e6nſiſt | in 


ſuch things, 20d ſuch things only, as the holy ſpi- 


rit has in che holy ſcriptüres declared in expreſs 
words; I aſk, I fay, whether this be not more a- 
grecable eo the church of Chriſt, than for men to 


impoſe their own inventions and inter pretations 
upon others, as if they wete of divine authority; 3 
and to eſtabliſh by eccleflaſticał laws, as abſolutelß 
peceſſary to the profeſſion of chriſtianity, ſuch. 


things as the holy ſcriptures: do either not mention, 
or at leaſt not expreflly command. Whoſoever 


requires thoſe things in order to ecclefiaſtical com- 


munion, which Chriſt does not require in order to 


obedience ; he may perhaps indeed conſtitute a ſo- 
ciety accommodated: to his O opinion, and his 
_ own advantage; but bow chat can be called the 

chutch of Chriſt » which is eſtabliſped vpon laws that 


are bot his, 1 underſtzod: abt. But this being not 


a proper piace to ent uire into che müfkt of ihe we ; 
church, I will only inch thote'who conrend fo ear- 


neſtly for the deescks of their en, ſocirty, and that 
cty out continually, the church ite church, with as 
much noiſe, aud peth ps en de ſamt printiple, | 
for their Diana; yo 
this, 1 ſay, T 'ge&h rei! mind them off that the 
855 ; that the ty bt diſciples of 
W . Chriſt 
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moſt ſuffer perſecution. z but that the church 
Sm ſhould perſecute others; and force others 
end fword, to embrace her faith and doftring, 
. Sgbid never yet find; in any of the books of the news 
teſtament; 
The end of a reli FOR ſotiety is the public wor: 
E/ ſhip ot God. All Kieipline ought therefore to tend 
7 do that end; and all eccleſiaſtical laws to be there- 
1 unto confined... Nothing ought, bor can be tranſ= 
| ated in this ſociety; relating te the poſſeſſion of 
3 Civil. and worldly goods. No force is here to be 
made vſe of upon any occaſion whatſoever. For 
torce belongs wholly to the civil magiſtrate, and the 
polleMon of all outward goods is ſubje& to his 
zariſdidtion, | | 
Bur it may be alked, by what means then ſhall 
ecclefiaſtical laws be eſtabliſhed, if they mult be 
thus deſtitute of all compulſive power? I anſwer, 
they myſt be eſtabliſhed, by means tyitable to che 
nature of ſuch things, whereof the external profeſ- 
ſian and obſervation; if hot proceeding from a tho- 
rough cooviftion in the mind; is altogether uſeleſs 
| * poprofitable. - The arms by which the mem- 
bers of this ſociety àre to be kept within their, duty, 
ate exhortations, admonitions,. and advices. If by. 
_ theſe means the offenders will not be reclaimed » and. 
the erroneous conyioced;, there remains nothing. 
farther to be done: but that (ye Aubboro and obs 
ftinate perſons who give no ground to hope for 
5 their reformation, ſhould . 2 . our from the ſaci-.. 
ety, T bis ig * la#t . e af exclefaftical 
Wee No other puniſhment. e 
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Iten thas "ey the relation ceaſing between the 
gody and the member which is cut off, the perſon 
o condemned ceaſes to be à part of that church. 
Tbeſe things being thus. determined, let us in 
quire in the next place, how far the duty of tolera- 
by extends, and what i. required from every one 
Wk: 
And firſt, 1 hold that no church i is hound by the 
d uty of tolerstion to. retain. any ſuch perſon in her 
boſom, as atter admonition, continues obſtioately to 
offend. againſt the laws of the ſociety. For theſe 
| being the condition of communion, and the bond of 
the ſocjety, if the breach of chow were permitted 
without any. rebuke or cevſure, the ſociety would 
immediately be. thereby dilfolved, . But neverthe- 
-leſs, ip all. ſuch caſes, care is to be taken that the 
| ſentence of excornmunication, and, the execution, 
| thereof, carry with it no rough uſage of word or 
action, whereby, the rejected perſag may any wiſe be 
damniſied in Bogy or eſtate, Excommunicacion, 
veither does, nor can deprive the excommunicated. 
perſon e of thoſe. givil goods that he formerly 
po ed. All thoſe, chipgs belong. to the civil 
/ government, and are under Th magiſtrate” 8 pony. 
tion. The whole force of excammupicatian conf fiſts 
only in this, that the reſolution. of the ſociety in 
chat reſpect being : declared, the union that was 
between the wg and ſome member comes thereby 
to de diſſol ved 3 and that relation ceaſing, the par- 
 ticipation of ſome certain things, which the ſociety 
communicated to its members, and voto Which og. 
e eee 
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chere is no civil injury done unto the excommunis' 
| cated perſon, by the miniſter's tefuſing him that 
| bread and wine, in the celebration of the Lord's 
ö Supper, which was not un with his, but other 
j mens money. 
XX Secondly, No private perſon has any right, i in any 
manner, to prejudice, another perſon in his civil 
enjoy ments, becauſe he is of another church. All 
the rights that belong to him as à man, or as à citi- 
zen, ate inviolably to be preferved ro him. No 
N injury is to be offered him, whether he de à chriſti· 
2a or pagan. Nay, we muſt not content ourſelves 
i with che narrow meaſures of bare juſtice, Charity 
Ang liberality muſt be added to it. This the goſpel 
enjoias ; this reaſon directs; and this that natural 
fellow ſhip we are bora into requires of us. If anỹ 
man err from the right way, it is his ou misfor- 
5 tune, no injury to thee: nor therefore art thou'to 
| puniſh him in the things of this life, becauſe thou 
| Wo luppoſeſt he will be mil lerable 1 in that which is to 
cQaze e 
1 ſay concerning "the chic Wies of 
3 private perſons differing from one another in reli- 
| gion, I underſtand alfo of particular churches; 
i which ſtand as it were in the ſame relation to each 
ocher as private perſons among themſelves 3 nor has 
any one of them any manner of juriſdiction over a- 
ny other, no not even when the civil magiſtrate (as ; 
it ſome times happens) comes to be of this or the 
| other communion, For the civil goverment can 
give no new right to the church, nor the church to 
the civil e So chat whetherthe magiltrate 
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jop himſelf to any church, or ſeparat e from ir, the 


church remains always as it was before, a free and 
_ voluntary ſociety. It neither acquires the power of 
the (word by the magiſtrate's coming to it, uot deed 
it loſe the tight of ioſttuction and excommunicaiion 
by his going from it. This is the fundamental and 


Immutable right of a ſponraneous ſociety; that it 


bas power to remove any of. its members who tranf- 
= preſs the rules of its inſtnution. But it cannot by 


' the acceſſion of any new members, acquire any tight 


of juriſdicꝭ ion over thoſe that ate not joined wink it, 
And therefore peace, equity and triendſhip, are al- 
ways mutually to bg oblerved by particular church- 
es, in the ſame manner as by private perjons, with» 
out any pretence of ſuperiority over one another, 


That the thing may be made yet clearer by an 
example; let us ſuppoſe two churches, the one of 


 Arminians, the other of Calvinifts, refiding in the 


city of Conſtantinople ; will any one ſay, that ei- 
ther of theſe churches. has a right to deprive the 


members of the other of their eſtates and liberty, 


becauſe of their differing from it in ſome doctrines 


or ceremonies; whilſt the Turks in the mean while 


| flently ſtand by, and laugh to ſee. with what iohv-. 
maa cruelty Chriſtians thus rage againſt. Chriſt ans? 
But it one of theſe churches hath this power of treat». 


ing che other ill, I aſk which of them it is to whom 
that power belongs, and by what right ? It will 
be anſwered, undoubtedly, that it is the archudox 


church which has the right of authority over theerro- | 

_ neous or herecical. This is in great & ipecious words, 

to ſay juſt nothiog at all. Fot every church is Ortho- 
J. ont a a 
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Jo to itſelf, to others, erroneous” or beretieslt 
Whatſoever any church believes, it believes to be 
true; and the contrary thereunto it pronounces to 
be error. So that the controverſy between theſe 
churches about the truth of their doctrines, and the 
purity of their worſhip, is on both ſides equal; not 
is there any judge, either at Conſtantinople, of elſe⸗ 
where upon earth, by wWhoſe ſentence it can be de- 
termined. The gecifion of that queſtion delongs 
only to the Supreme Judge of all men. Ia the 
mean while let thoſe men — how heinouſſ7 
they ſin; who, adding injuſtice to their pride, do 
raſhly and arrogancly take upon them to miſuſe the 
Tervants of another "wer, who are nor at all as? 
countable to them, 
Nay further, if it could be manifeſt which of : 
thele two difſeating churches were in the right way, 
there would not accrue thereby to the orthodox any 


right of deſtroying the other. For churches ah 


ſuch, have not any juriſdict ion in worldly matters nor 
re fire and ſword any proper inſtruments where 
with to convince mens minds of error, and inform 
them of the truth. Let us ſuppoſe that toe civil ma. 
giltrate intlined ta favor one of them, Foug t his ſword into 
Their bands; that (by bis conſent ) they might chaſtiſe 
' the A enters as tbey pleaſed. Will any man ſay, that 
it can be the Chriſtian church from a Turkiſh em- 
ror? An infidel, who has himſelf no authority to 
puniſh chriſtians, cannot confer ſuch an authority 


| po n any ſociety of chriſtians, nor give unto them 


2 Made which he has not himſelf. This would be 
the caſe at nn Had the- * ate 
6 


* 


ts 1. 


the abe 28 in any: chriſtian kingdoro, The pit 
power 18 the ſame in every p nere : 
power in the bands of a ehriſtian prince, confer any 
greater authority upon the church, than in the hands 
of a heathen z which is to lay, juſt noone at all. 
\Nevercheleſy, it is worthy to be obſerved, "TY 
| lamented, that the oppoſers ot errots, & the exclainy 
ers againſt ſchiſm, do hardly gver ler Jooſe this their 
tal far God, with which they are ſo war werd and. 
inflamed, unleſa where they have the civil wagiſ⸗ 
trete on their de. But ſo ſoon as coprt tavor has 

given them the better end of the ſtaff, and they be- 
gin to feel themſelves the ſtronger, then peace and 


| charity ste to be laid aſide; otherwiſe, they are teli-:- 
5 giouſſy to de obſeryed. Where they have nor the 1 


poper to carry. op perſechtion, and to hecome Wal- 


ters, they defire- to live upon fait tetms, and preach 


up tolerationd. When they are not Heng dend 
8 with: the civil power. then they cad bear moſt pati- 
entiy the cantagion- of jgolatry, ſuperſticion 0 
Lands ja rhgir peigbborhood; of whigh,zio other 
occaſions, the intereſt of teligion maftes tim to b 
excfemely apprehenſive. They do- nit ſoon attac 
thoſe{errors Which ate in faſhion gt court, or ar 
; coyhtenanced: by the government, | Here- they Lan 
de content to ſpare their arguments; which jet 
(with: their leave) is the only right method of pro. 
2 truth; Which has no ſueh vay of prevail, | 
ag. as when ſtrong arguments and gol dueiſon are 


4 joined with the ſofineſa of civility; add good. yſage. | 
= No; body therefore, in fine, neither Gogle perſons 
no hgeches oa 7d deine westen, hans 
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opinion prevails, that dominion is founded in gr 


 leration requires from thoſe. who are in ecclefraſtirat 


1 26 1 
any juſt: title to invade the civib rights and ad 
goods of each other pretence of zeligion, 


Thoſe that are of another opinion, would do weil 


to confider with themſelves how. pernicious a ſeed 


5 of diſcord and war, how powerful a provocation to 
endleſs hatreds, rapines and flaughters, they thereby 


furniſh unto mankind. No peace and ſecurity, no 
not fo much as common friendſhip, can ever be e- 
ſtabliſk=d or preſerved among men, ſo long as 6+ 


and that religion is to be ebnen by foice 


in FY third * Let us ſee what the Nee 


charatier and office,” whether they be biſhops; prieſts, 
preſbyters, miniſters or however elſe dignified or 


diſtinguiſned. That whence- ſoever their authority 
be ſprung, fince it is ecclefiaſtica}, it ought to be 


con fined within the bounds of che church, nor can 
it in any mannet be extended to civil affaits 3 he. 
cauſe the church itſelf: is a ching abfolucely ſepatate 


and diſtinct from the common wealth. *The'bounws 
daries on boch ſides are fihed and immoveable? He 
jumbles heaven and earth together whO Hes the 
ſocieties ; which are in their original end and but. 
neſs, perfectly diftin from each ether, No an 
therefore, wich whatſoever eceleſiaſtieab office hebe 


dignified, can deprive another mad that is net f 
bis church: and- faith; either ot liberty or —— 
my of his worldly goods, upon the account of th, 

difference which is'berween them ia religo. > For 


<4 man is not pond to the . church, wn 


ee 
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by any ecoleſiatticat right, become lanful in a of 
Hy meavers. © 57 
But this 1 10 n 1 is not enough thar cccleß- 
niet men abſtain from violence He that pre- 
tende to U a' ſoceeſſbr of the „ 4nd takes 
por him che office of reaching," 48 obliged alſo to 
admoniſh hiv heaners of the duties” of peace and 
will towards ant nen; 39 well the erreneous, 
es rhe Orrhodex eds choſe Wo differ from 
them in falk and werthip; as well as towards thoſe 
who agree with: them therein. And de ought i Ky 
_ Hultriauffy to eher alt men, whether private pe | 
ſons or magiſtrates; 16 charity Ari weekneſs; 4 
ditigent ly — to alla all that heat and unrea- 
ſonadle acerſſon of wind, which ufy caths fiery 
tek} for bis on ie, or the kraft of öchers, bas 
Rkindled apainſt diffenters. I uf not ohdertake to 
repreteot how happy! would Be che Fruit, both in 
church and Rane I the pulpits every here ſound 
Vith chis doctrine ef pegte unc tleranen; leſt 1 
would ſeem 10 reflect tan Tevetely Upon thoſe men 
whoſe dightry A defre wer Ahe At öf, nor would 
hube n sſminiſned eher ' Wy ebers or Ihe lie lee. 
Det ts N fo; Wir Abu t dg N. Abd fan 
one who prefeſſes Mſelf ty Ye . 'of bi, 
_ ward of God a preacher of f ofpes 
teach orher wife he unde ftanν (Hor 
0 nu calling 0e Wal! oe 0) edles were eb 
vo che PFrifite of Pears??? — r be 
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ele aching ben vialenee, * abſtain from 
All manner of ill uſage towares thoſe from whom 
rhey have reteived none. This eaution and terhper 
they ought [certainly to uſe towards thoſe who mind 
their own buſineſs, and are ſwlicitous for nothing; 
but that they may worſhip, God in that männer 
which t ede is acceptable to him, Ia 
 privare affairs, in the management of eſtates; in the 
Preſervation of bodily health, every min may conſi- 
ger what fuits his own conveniency, and follow what 
coutſe he likes beſt, No man is angry with other E 
for an error committed in ſowing his land. | 
any man pull down; or büild, or make whatſoever. 5 
expences he pleaſes, nobody murmurs, nor controuls 1 
him; he has his liberty. But if any man do not i 
Frequent the church ; if 2+ do not conform his 4 
behavior etactliy to the acruſtoted ceremonies, or 
it Ze brings not his children to be initited in th 
ſacred ch viteries ot this or the other tongregationz 
bis immedinely cauſes an uproar z and the neigh- 
 borhood is filled with noiſe and. clamour. Every 
one is ready to be the avenger, of ſo gtent n crime. 
* the zealots hardly have patience to refrain from Ns 
violence till the cauſe. be heard, and the poor mad Mc 
de condemned to the Joſs of li iderty, goods, or life.. 
Oh that ohr eccleſiaſtical orators, of every fel, 
would apply themſelves with wt the firength- of 
arguments that they ; wh able, to the confounding of 
mens errors ! But ther ſpare . their: — | 
Let them not ſupply. their wants of rtaſons with. 
we inſtruments of force, which. belong. to another: | 
; Ty "WS m debt 4 pro e ehril- 
lavity. 
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tindirgs Ler them got call in che magiſtrate's au- 


thority to the aid of their elogduenece ot learning 
leſt, crhapey whit they pretend only love for the 
truth, cheie intemperate zeal, breathing -fire' and 
lord, and fo betrays their ambitiob 3 and ſhow 
that hat they defire* is ##hnporal'dominion, For it 
will be very difficult to periuade men of ſenſe, thut 
he, who with dry eyes, and ſutisfatt ion of mind 
tan deliver his brother unto the execurioner; to de 
burnt alive, does heartily concern b.mſelf to ſave 
that brother from the flames of hell in the _ to 
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be-taft place.” Let u vo Vonder mbar ir che ir the 
| duty in the ' buſineſs of Tha which 
certainly is :veryreonfiderable;)/cc” | 6 
We havecalrenty: proved thut the dane 6 fouls 
dow not belong to the magiſtrate. But a charita- 
10 dle carey which conſiſts in teaching; admoniſhing; 
W and peridading, cannot he denied unto any _ 
The care therefore'df efery.can's ſoul belongs un 


2 my utmoſt vigotꝭ in that 
eography ; leads ireight 
I+ beaten and illuſed by 
= 1 wear nut huſſc ins; be- 
the cut becauſe 

* unto me to 
eee, amongſt the 
2 thavare in the fame-rogd, ILchooſe that 
to walk in whirh ſeems. to be the ſtreighteſt and 


u eenuſe eg w ber rene with 
ww travellers that ace dels: grove, anc Leer wind 
SHE | are 
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_ deed are Born 


| all the erue ral Ys 
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tre more four than they. oughe 0 be br in, Be, 
becauſe I follow. s guide that either is, or is not 


clothed in white, and crowned: with & tnitte ? Ce. 


4 if we conſider righty we ſhall find that for the 


part they are ſuch frivolous thi 


ng as theſe, 


— enmities amongſt chriſtian) brethren / who 


woe al, ugrerd in the fobſiaotial and ſuadamental 


of religion. n Feet ah 4:4 1140 
But let us grant held zealots, who condemn 
al things that are not of their mode. There ix only 


one of thoſe which/is-the true u 10 tekrol] Hap- 


pineſr. But in the great variety ef wiyzchatiqnen 


follow, it is ſtill douhted wRich is this right ont: 
Now neither the care of the commonwealth, Hor 
the right of enacting laws, does diſchver this wap 
8 certain to the magiſtrate 


Ciſs 


than every private man's v ſearch and Rudy; 


deren it unto himſeif. Thoſe things that every 
man ovght ſincerely to enquite into bintſelf, uod b 
meditation, ſearch, and his on endeavors, attain 
the kaowledge of, cannot he looked — the 


peculiar poſſeſſion of any ore of ten. Princes ins 


uͤnto other men in power 
Neither the right, nor th 


but in natore equal. 
act of ruling; 


the certain know 


of other things 3; and leaſt of 


chat the Ar off hid wars bonlu 


ho gin 


hey us 5 grave chat ir is probable the: — 
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either be obſerved or omitted 3 I ſay 
ch like things as theſes which: breed [im 


does — carry along 'wiek it 
— — 


8 


E 
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life mey de better khown'by # prince ches by un 
fulfelts ; or at leaſr, that in this uncettainey of 
thiogy, the ſafeſt and moſt commodious way for 
ptivate perſons is to follow Hy diftates. You with 
ſay, bat ther? If he ſhould bid you follow mer 
chatdiſe for your” livelihood, would yen decline 
that courſe for fear it hope not feces | F. Tan 
ſuer, I would turty merchant upon the bemces 
command, beruuſe in cafe 1 ſhodld have ill ſucceſn 
in trade, he is able te wake up my loſs iome ocher 
way. But this is not the eaſe in the things that regard 
the life to come,” If there I take a Wrong ebütſe, 
ia chat teſpett Latz at onee undone; it is hor in the 
magiſtrates power to repair my leſs, te eaſe my ſuf- 
fers, er to feſtore me in any meaſure; W 
ſecurity can be given for the tin eie of eaves Þ e 
Perhaps loch l ef they de not AY 
this infallible f Thdgment © be in the civil wagiſtrate. 
bot z be churth. © bos tor cburth bas determined, 
dd de civil magiſtratt orders I be obſerved; an be 
piopides by bis ANF iar is body ſhall either af} br 
Veet, in ib buſmtſs 'of 5 1 Howe thei . 6% 
| 5705 | chureb teur bes. h : 336 + Rich l RN 
. ieee dine drr 
M requires tþe like obedience from others. © 12 ab wry, ao 
= wo not how frequehily the namt of dhe church 
_ which was ener ble in! the time of the zpöſtles, 
FO — « made uſe of to throw duſt in ee 
in 16 lein b 


ae Ber beweves, in the preſenk 
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Jois either ymo che aggar chgother of theſe church-.. 


tal. 


cannot falely take him for. my oe Fr VE may. 
probably be as ignorant of che way as myſelf, ang 
who certainly is leſs. concerned for my een, 
than I myſelf am. Ampogſt ſo many kings of the 
Jews, how many of them were there whom any 
Iſraelite, thus blindly following, had not fallen into 
idolatry, and deſtruction? Pet nevertheleſs, you 
bid me be gf good courage, and tell me that all is 
npw, ſafe and ſecute, hecauſe the. magiſtrate. does 
not enjoin the obſervance: of his pwn- decrees in 
matters of religion, hut only the dectees of che. 
church. Ot what chgcch I beſeech you ? Ot that cer: 
rainly which he likes beſt. 45 of I that. rompely | 
ne by Jaws and penalties. to enter into this or the other. 
church, did not interpoſe his own judgment in the matier. 
What difference is there whether * me mel, 
or deliyet me oyer. to be. led by others? I depend 
0 boch ways upon his will. I am doubtful concern- 
ing the doſtrine of the Socinians; Jam ſuſpicioys of 
_ the way of worſhip practiſed by che Papiſts, or 
"74 Lytheraos.. Will it be a jot the ſafer. for che io 


es, upon the magiſtrates command z becauſe 
commands nothing ip religion bt % Wenne 


% 2 


: 5 of the church 1 ö 5 "AA a" . | 

But to ſpeak the xrgth,, we mu 
1 that the church is for the moſt part Rom 201 to be. 
1 influenced, by the court, tha 


the co 
church, The Engliſh. Ne e us us freſh, [+ 


198 an in the reigns of Henry the 80 Edward the, 
3 oh bor _ Plan. 921 ff the. Fn” | 


t by the 
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form of worſhip; and every thing, according to the 


19clination of thoſe Kings and Queens, Yer wers 


thoſe Kings .and Queens. of ſuch. different minds, 
in point of religion, and enjoined thereppoo ſuch 
different things, that no man in his wits (I had 
almoſt ſaid none but an Atheiſt) will pteſumeto fay 
| that any upright worſhipper of God could, with 8 


| conclude, It is the lame thing whether 2 King that 
pieſctibes Jaws to another man's teligion, pretend 
0 ic by his own judgmgnt, or by the eccleſtaſti- 
EL cal authority and advice of others, The decifions 
of cburchmen, whoſe differences and diſputes ate 


chan his, Nor can all their ſuffrages joined tuge -: 


hrinces ſeldom haye any regard-to the ſuffrages of 


FR Fand way of worſhi p. 


Wound; and the way that he appoints be truly evan- 


eto rich by an art that I take no delight in ; 1 


7 may be cured of jome diſeaſe: by remedies that 


Js e not faith: in; bot 1 eangot be Led by a reli · 


fafe conſcience, obey their ſeyeral decrees, To 


F ipfficiently known, cannot be any ſounder or ſafer. 


Ether add any. new ſtrength unto the civil power, ; 
Though this alſo muſt. be taken notite of, thac 


WE But after l, che principal 1 and which i 
Lo. Wablolutely determivts- this controverty, is this, 
Although the magiſtrates. opiniog in religion be 


_ 


peccleſtaſticy that ate not ferdren of- their 0 feick 3 | 


£ tical, yet if I be not thoroughly per ſuaded thereof = 
5 in my own mind, there will de no ſafety for me in 
Wollowing it. No way whatſocver that 1 ſhall: wal 
El In, againſt the dictates of my conſcience, will evet 
bring me to the manſions of the bleſſed. I may 


1 
cannot ſafely take him for my guide, o may 
probably be as ignorant of the way as my ſelf, and 
who certainly is leſs concerned for my ſalvation, 
than I myſelf am.  Ampngſt ſo many kings of the 
Jews, how many of them were there whom any 
 Ifraelite, thus blindly following, had not fallen into 
idolatry, and deſtruction? Jet ,nevertheleſs, you 
bid me be of good courage, and tell me that all is; 
np ſafe and ſecute, hecauſe the magiſtrate does 
not enjoin. the obſervance of his own decrees in 
matters of religion, hut only the decrees cf the No 
church. Ot what chycch I beſeech you? Ot that cer: 1 
| tainly which he likes beſt. 4; of by that compels Wl 
me by latus and penalties to enter into this or the other. bj 
_ church, did not interpoſe his own judgment in the matter, - ppc 
What difference is there whether he lead me himjelf,, WM 
or deliver me oyer to be led by others? I depend = 


i 


both ways upon his will. Lam doubtful concern- 
| Ing the doftrjne of the Socinians; I am ſuſpic ions of 
che way of worſhip practiſed by the Papiſts, or 
 Lytherans, Will it de a jot che ſafer for qe 9 
jaia either into the cet the othet ot thoſe church 
es, upon the magiſtrates command z becavſe he 
ommands nothing in religion hut hy the authority | 
ene oo EE <4 r 
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ruth, de muſt acknow ledge. 
that the church is for the moſt part more apt to be. 
influenced by the court, than che..court by the 
— 5 amples, in the reigns of Henry the d ch, Edward the 4 
Wh | 6th, Mary » and Elizabeth, : how, eaſil 1 the clergy. 
? Changed cheir decrees, their articles of * e 
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form of worſhip, and every thing, according to the 
inclination of thoſe Kings and Queens, Fer werg 
thoſe Kings and Queens of ſuck different minds, 
in point of religion, and enjoined thereppoo ſuch 
different things, that no man in bis wits (I had 
almoſt ſaid none but an Atheiſt) will preſume to fay 

that any upright worſhipper of God could, with 8 
fate conſcience, obey their ſeyeral decrees, To 

conclude. It is the ſame thing whether a King that 
'preſctibes Jaws to another man's religion, pretend 
co do it by his own judgment,-or by the ecclcfjaſti- 
cal authority and advice of others. The decifiong 
of churchmen; whoſe differences and diſputes are 
ipfficiently known, cannot be any ſounder or ſafer 
than bis, Nor can all their ſuffrages joined tuge- 
ther add any new ſtrength unto the civil power, 
Though this alſo muſt be taken notice of, that 
princes (ſeldom! have any regard-to the ſuffrages of 
eccleſtaſtics that are not faydrers of- cheir b faik | 
and way of worſhip,  - | 
© But after l, the principal confidiratien. fad TED 
abſolutely determitite: this controverly, is this, 
Although the magiſtrates. opinioo in religion be 
ſound, and the way that he appoiots be t-uly evan- 
Selica, yet if I be not thoroughly per ſuaded theteof 
In my own mind, there will de no ſafety fos'me in 
following it. No way whatſocver W ſhall walk 
in, againſt the dictates of my conſcience, will ever 
bring me to the manſions of the bleſſed. 1 may 
Stow rich by an art that I take no delight in; 1 
may be cured of ſome diſeaſe by remedies that 
have not faith in; bor 1 canadt be ſaved'by a reli» 
| 1 E 5 5 gion 
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. 
gion that I diſtruſt, and by a wotſhip that I abhor, 


It is in vain for an pabeliever to take vp the out- 
ward ſhow of another man's profeſſion. Faith and 


good works only, and fincerity inwardly, are the 


things that procyre acceptance with God, In a 


word, whatſoever may be doubtful in religion, 


which [ believe not to be true, can be neither true 


or profitable unto me. In vain therefore do princes 


compel their ſubjeAs to come into their church- 


communion, under pretence of ſaving their ſouls. 
If they believe, they will come of their own accord; 


if they believe not, their coming will not avail them, 


How great foever may be the pretence of good-will 
and charity, and concern for the ſalvation of mens 


ſouls, men cannot be forced to be ſaved whether 


they will or no, And therefore, when all is done, 


they muſt be left to their own conſciences, 


Ho viog thus at length freed men from all domi- 5 


dion over each other in matters of relig:on, let us 


now conſider what they are to do. All men kn] ] 
and acknowledge that God ovght to . publickly 


worſhipped. Men theretore conſtituted zn this li- 


| berty ſhould enicr into ſome religious lociety; that. 


they may meet together, not oniy lor mu: val ed'fi- 


cation, but for the wo ſhip of God, and to offer 
ynto his divine Majeſty ſuch ſerviee as they them- 
tclves ace not athamed of; and finally, that by the 

holineſs of life, and decent form of worſhip, theß 


may draw Others unto the love of the true religion, 


and perform ſuch other things in religion as cannot 
| be Coup by each private ang apgre. 


' Theſe 
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7 befe religious n 1 call churches, and theſe 1 
fay the magiſtrate ought to talerate. For the buſineſs 
of thele aſſemblies of the people is nothing but 
what is lawtul for every man in particular to take 
care of. Nor in this caſe is there any difference be- 
tween the national church, and other ſeparated con- 
gregations. But as in every church there are two 
things eſpecially to be cop ſidered; the outward form 
and rites of worſhip ;, and"the doctrines and articles of 
faith ; theſe things muſt be handled each diſtinct- 
ly; that ſo the whole matter of toleration may the 


more clea ly be underſtood. 


* 1 11 


Concerning outward worſhip, the magiſtrate has no 


power to Exturce by law; either in his own church, 
or much leſs in another, the uſe of any rites or ce- 


remonies whatſoever in the worſhip of God, And 
this; not only becauſe theſe churches are free ſocie- 
ties ; but becauſe whatſoever is practiſed in the 
warſhip ot God, is only lo far juſtifiable as it is be- 
lieved by thoſe who practice it to be acceptable un- 


to him. Whatſoever is hot done with that aſſurance 
of faith, is neither well in itſelt, nor can it be ac- 


cepiable to God. To impoſe ſuch things therefore 
vpon any. people, contrary fa their,own judgmenr, 


is in efſ-oce to command them to offend God; arid 


conſideriog that th: end of all religion is to pleaſe 


him, and that J. herty is ef-ntially neceſſary to that 


end, the force of civil {aw 10 cctemonies, appears 0 
be ab{ucd beyond txpitſſigg. 
But pcechapy it hey be concluded from hence, 


that 1 deny v 11 the (nag; tate all manner. of po- 
er about indifferent ings 5 which, if it, bg” hat 
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| Granted, the whole ſubject matter of law- making 10 
taken away. No, I readily grant that indifferent 
| things, and perhaps none but fuch are ſubjeRed to 
; the legiſlative power. But jt does not therefore 
| follow, that the magiſtrate may ordain what/oever 
be pleaſes concerning any thing that is indifferent, 
The public good is the rule and meaſure of all law- 
Making. If a thing be not uſeful tq the common- 
wealth, though it be nevet ſo indifferent, it may | 
| pot therefore be eſtabliſhed by fax =: 
But further : Things never fo indifferent in theit 
own nature, when they are brought into the worſhip 
| bf God, are removed out of the reach of the magiſ- 
ktates joriſgictioo; becauſe in that uſe they have no 
Connexion at all with civil affairs. The only buli- 
Heſs of the church is the worſhip of God. And it 
ho ways concerns the commonwealth, or any mem- 
N ber of it, that hie or the other ceremony be there 
| made vſe of. Neither the uſe nor the omiſſion ot 
| aby ceremonies in- thoſe religious afſemblies, does 
; either advantage or prejudice the life or eſtate oi any 
man, For example : let it be granted, that the waſh- 
ing of an infant with water is in itlelf an indiffe- 
rent thing. Let it be granted alſo, that if the ma- 
giſtrate' underſtand ſuch waſhing to be profitable to 
the curing or preventing of atty diſeaſe that chil- 
dren are ſubject unto, and eſteem the matter weigh- 
ty enough to be taken care of by a law, in that caſe 
he may order it to be done. But will any one ſay, 
that a migiſtrate has the ſame right to ordain. by 
Jaw, that all children ſhall be baptjzed by prieſts, 
in the facred font? The extreme difference of theſs 
: two 


— 
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two Gaſes is viſible to every one at firſt ſight. Or 
let us apply the laſt caſe to the child of a Jew, and 

the thing will ſpeak itſelf, For what hinders but a 
chriſtian magiſtrate mav have ſubjects that are Jews? 
Now if we acknowledge that ſuch an injury may 
not be done ünto a Jew, as to compel him, againſt 
his own faith, to practice in religion a thing that is 


in its nature indifferent 5 how can we maintaia that 


Any thing of this Kind may be done to à chriſtian? | 
Again. Things in their. own natute indifferent, 
cannot by any human avithority, be made any part 
of the worſhip of God, for this very.reaſon, becauſe 
they are indifferent, For ſince indifferent things are 
got capable, by any virtue of their own to propitiate 
the Deity 3 no human power or authority can con- 
fer on them ſo much dignity and excellency, as to 
enable them to do it. In the common affairs of life 
that uſe of indifferent things which God has not 
forbidden, is free and lawtul { and therefore in 
_ thoſe things civil authority has place. But it js not 
fo id matters of religion. Things indifferent are 
not otherwiſe lawful in-the worſhip of God than at 
| they are inſtituted by God himſelf; and as be by 
ſome poſitive command, has ordained them to be 


” made a part of that worſhip which he will acceptat 


the hands of poor finfol men. Nor when an 1n- 
. mall aſk us, bo Fas rehaired bet 
bings at your bands ? will it be enough to anſwer 
him, that the n-agiſtrate commanded them, It ci- 
vil joriſdiction tæ ended ſo far, what might not la w- 
folly be introduced into religion? What confuſion 
of ceremonies, what ſuperſtitious — | 
2; upod 


(#) 
pon the magiſtrates authority, might not be im- 


poſed upon the worſhippers, of God? For the 
greateſt part of theſe ceremonies and ſuperſtitions 


conſiſt in the religiovs nſe of ſuch things as are in 


their own nature indifferent; nor are they finfy} 


upon any other account than becauſe God is dot the 


author of them. The ſprinkliog of water, and the 
uſe of bread and wine, are both in their own nature; 
and in the ordinary occaſions of life, altogether in- 
different. Will any min therefore ſay that theſe 
things could have been introduced into religion, arid 
made a part of divine worſhip, if not by divine in- 
Ritution ? If any human authority or civil power 
could have done this; why might it not alſo enjoin 
the eating of fiſh, and the drinkiog of ale, in the” 


| holy barquer, as a part of divine worſhip ? Why 
not the ſprinkliag of the blood of beaſts in church- 


es, and expiations by water or fire? But theſe things, 


| how indifferent ſotver they be io common uſes; 


when they come to be annexed unto divine worſhip, 
without divine authority, they are as abominable to 
God, as the ſacraſice of a dog. And why a dog ſo 
abominable * ? What difference is there between a 


dog and 2 goat, unleſs it be that God rrquired the 


uſe of the one in his worſhip, and not of the other ? 
We ſee therefore that indifferent things, how much 
Joever they be under the power of the civil magil- 


trace, yet cannot upon that pretence be introduced 


into, and impoſed upon religious aſſemblies; be. 


cauſe in the worſhip of God they wholly ceaſe to 
de indifferent, He that worſhips God, does it with 


deſiga to plcaſe him, But that cannot br fone: by 
7: 1 
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him, who, ppon the command of another, offers unte 
God that which he knows will be diſpleaſing 10 him, 
becauſe not commanded by himſelf, This 1s not to 
pleaſe God, or appeaſe his wrath, but willingly and 
knowingly to provoke him, by a manifeſt con- 
tempt; which is a thing abſolutely repugnant to 
the nature and end of worſhip: _ 
But it will be here aſked, If nothing belonging ts 
divine worſhip be left to human diſcretion, bow is it 
then that cburches themſelves have the power of 2 
any thing about the time and place of worjhip, and the 
lite? To this I anſwer, that in religious worlhip 
we muſt diſtinguiſh between what is part of the 
3 0: ſhip itſelf, and v hat is but a circumſtance. That 
is a part of the worſhip which is believed to be ap- 
= pointed by God; and therefote is neceſſary. Cir- 
= cumftances are ſuch things which, though in general 
: they cannot be ſeparated from worſhip, yet the par- 
ticular inſtances or modifications of them are dot 
determined; z and therefore they are indifferent. Of | 
this ſort are the time and place of worſhip, the babif - ”, 
and paſlure of them who worſhip. Thele are cir- | 
comſtances, and perſectly indifferent where God has 
not given any exprels command about them. For 
exaple; among the Jews the time and place of 
their worſhip, and the habits of thuſe that officiated 
in it, were not meer circumſtances, but a part of 
the worſhip itſelf; in which if any thing were de- 
fective, or different from the inſtitution, they cculd — i 
not hope that it would be accepted by God. But 1 
theſe to chriſtians under the liberty of the goſpel, 
are meer circumſtances of WR which the pru- 
dence 
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gence of every church may bring into ſuch uſe 291 
ſhall be judged moſt ſubſervient to the end of order 
| decency and edification, Though even under the 
goſpel alſo, thoſe who believe che firſt or the ſeventh. 
day to be ſer apart by God, and eee ſtill to 
his worſhip, to them that portion of time is not a_ 
| ſimple circumſtance, but a real part ot divine wor- 
ſhip, which can neither be changed nor neglected, 
In thenext place, As the magiltrate has no power 
to impoſe by his Jaws, the ule of ceremonies in any 
church, ſa neither has he any power to forbid the 
uſe of ſuch ceremonies as are alteady received, ap- 
proved, and practiſed by any church. Becaule if 
g he did ſo, he would deſtroy the church itſelf, the- 
end of whoſe inſtitucioa is only to worſhip God 
with freedom, after its own manner. / 
You will ſay, by this rule if ſome congregations 
ſhould have a mind to [acrifice infants, or lujtfully 
E pollute themſelves in promi iſcuous uncleanneſs, or prac 
* tice any other ſuch heinous enormities, is the ma- 
0 giſtrate obliged to tolerate them, becauſe they ae 
pfactiſed in a religious aſſeaibly? I anſwer, no. 
Theſe chiogs are not lawful in the ordinary courſe 
of lite, nor in any private houſe ; and therefore 
neither are they ſo in the worſhip of God, or in ahy 
3 religious meeting, But indeed if any people con- 
1 gregated upon account of religion, ſhould be deſit- 
1 vus co ſacrifice a calf, 1 deny that bat ought to be 
prohibited by a law. Melibæus, whoſe calt it * 
3 may lawfully kill his own calf at home, and burn 
F any part of it that he thinks fic. For no injury is 
FE thou done 10 any one, no prejudice. — 1 
5 1 | " Man's 
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man's goods. And for the ſame reaſon he may kill 
his calf allo in a religious meeting, Whether the 
doing ſo be well- pleaſing to God br no, it is their 
part to eonſider that do it. And thus what may 
| be ſpent on a feaſt may be ſpent on a ſacrifice, 
But if peradventure ſuch were the ſtate of things,” 
that the intereſt of the commonwealth required al oy 
flaughter of beaſts ſhoyld be forborn for 2 certain 
time, in order to the increaſing of the ſtock of cat - 
1 chat had been deſtroyed hy ſome extraordinary 
wurrain ; who ſees not that the magiſtrace, in ſuch 
a caſe, may forbid all his ludjcets to k Ai calves for 
ay uſe whatſuever 3 ? Qaly *tis to de obſleryed, 
that in this caſe the law is not made about a religi- 
ous, but a political matter; nor js the ſacri ce, 
bot the Haug bter of cal ves thereby prohibited, 

By this we ſee what difference there is between 1 
the church and the commonwealth, W hatſoever 
is lawful in the commonwealth, cannot be prohib» 
ited by the magiſtrate in the church. Whatſoever 
is permitted unto any one of his ſubjects for their 

ordinary uſe neither can, nor ought to be forbidden 
by him co any ſect of people for their religious aſes, 
If any man may lawtully take bread or wine, eiiher 
ſitcing or kneeling, in his own hople, the law ought. 
not toabridge him of the lame liberty in his religious 
worſhip; thoꝰ ia the church che uſe of bread and wine 
be very different, and he thete applied to he yſ⸗ | 
teries of faith, and divine worſhip, 

It may be ſaid; What if a church be idolatrous, N 

Is that alſo to be tolerated by the magiſtrate ? In an- 
ines, 1 rs ht 2 1 by E to the ee , 
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giſtrate far the ſuppreſſion of an idolatrous church, 
which may not, in time and place, be made uſe of. 
ta the ruin of an orthodox one? For it muſt be 
remembered that the civil power is the ſame every 
where, and the religion of every prince. is orthodox. 
to himſelf. If therefore ſuch a power be granted 
unto the civil magiſt rate io ſpirituals, as that at Gene- 


va (for example) he may extirpate, by violence, 


the religion which is there teputed idolatrous; by 
the ſame tole aaother magiſtrate, in ſome neigh- 
buuring cour-try, may oppreſs the reformed teli- 
gion; and, ia Turkey, the chriſtian, The civil 
power can either change every thing in religiop, 
according ta the prince's pleaſure, ot it can change 


nothing. If it be once permitted to- introduce any 


thing into teligion, by che means of Jaws and peo- 
alties, there can be no bounds put to it; but jt will 
ia the ſame manner be lawful to alter.eveiy thiog, 
according to that rule of truth which the magiſtiate 
has framed unto himſelf, No man whatſoever ought. 
therefore to be deprived ot his caithly enjoy ments, 
upon account of his religion. Not even Luiks, 
ſubj:Red unto a chriſtian prince, are to be punjſhs / 


ed either in body. or goods, for not- embtacing our... 


faith and worſhip, If they ate pet ſuaded that they 
pleaſe God in obſerving the frites ot their own, Cann... 
try, and that they ſhall obtain happineſs by that 


means, they are to be lett unto Gad and theciſclxes. 


Let us trace this matter ta the bottom. Thus it is. 
An inconſigerable and weak dumbet of chriſtians,.: 
deſtitute of every, thiag, atrive in & pagan con, 


Theſe foteiguers beſeech the inhabitants, by the 


bowels 


- 
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Howels of bomanit/, that they would fuccour them 
_ with. rhe-neceffaries of life. Fhoſe neetffaries are 
given ihem; habitations are granted; and they all 
Fee ether, and grow vp into one body of peo- 
ple. The chriſtian religion by this means takes 
root in that eountey, Mu fpreads itſelf; but does 
not ſuddenly grow the ſteongeſt. While things are 
ia this condition, peace, friendſhip; faith, and e- 
coal joſtiee, are preſer ved amongſt them. At 
leogck the magiſtrate becomes a chriſtiad, and hy 
that means their party becomes the moſt powerſui. 
Thäüen immediately all compacts are to be broken, 
alt eivil rights to be violared, that idolatry may be 
entirpated 3 and unleſs theſe innocent pagans, ſtrit 
obſervers of the rules of equity and dt: dhe law of 
nature; and no ways offendiag againſt the huws of 
che fodiery,. J ſay woleſs they will forfdke their an- 
cient rebigion, and embrate:# new and ſtrange one, 
they are to be rwwried/ont of the lands and poſſeſſtons 
ob their foretarhets, and perhaps deprived * life it 
ſelf. Then ut laſt it appears what zeab for che 
church; joſaed wich the deſire 'of daminion, is capa- 
he co produce; and how eafily the pretende of re- 
gion, ſerves for perm do neee 2 
And ta 11 l 5 9295 
Now — melange chat idolatry! i is to be ; 
rosten out of an) place by laws,-puniſhmencs; fie, 
and ſword; may apply: this ſtory to hint lf. For 
the vον, Uf the chung is equa}; both-10- Tutkey, 
America, and Europe. And neither pagans there, 
nor any gifſecring/chriſhiabs here; can wir any right 
15 Dane e de te nora n 
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civil rights to be either changed or violated upeti 
account of religion in one place more than another; 
Boc idolatry (ſay ſome) is a fin, and therefore not 
to be zolerated; If they ſaid; it were therefore to be 


' avoided ; the inference were good. But it does not 


follow, that becauſe it is a fin, it ought therefore to 


de puniſhed by the magiſtrate. _ For it does not 
belong unto the magiſtrate to make uſe of his ſword 
in puniſhing every thing; indifferently; that he takes 


to be a ſin againſt Gad: Covetouſneſs, impenitens 


ty; uncharitableneſs, and many other things are fins, 
by the conſent of all men, which yet no man ever 
ſaid were to be puniſhed by the magiſtrate. - The 


reaſon is; becauſe they are not prejudicial to other 


mens rights, nor du they break the public peace of 
ſocieties, Nay, even the ſins of lying, and perju- 


ry, are no where puniſhable by laws; unleſs in 


certain caſes, in which the real curpicude of the 
thing is evident; and where the offence againſt God, 


ure not conſidered, but only the injury done unto 


our neighbours; and to the commonwealth; And 

| What if in another country; to à pagan prince, the 
Chriſtian religion ſeem falſe and offenſive to God; 
may not the chriſtians; for the ſame reaſon, and af- 
ter the ſame manner, be extirpated there? 
But it may be urged further, chat by the law of 
Moſes, idolaters were to be rooted out. True indeed, 
by the law of Moſes : but that is not obligatory to us 


chriſtians. , No body pretends that {every thing ge- 


nerally, enjoined by the law of Moſes, dught to be 


praQtiſed by chriſtians. Bur-there is nothing wore 


F;ivolous than that common diſtiaction of moral, 


judicial 
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Judicia fel nnd e lawz which” wen ordinarily 
"make uſe of. For no poſitive law, e 
Got oblige any people, but thoſe to whom it is giv- 


Fear © Iſrael; ſufficiently ceflrains the obliga- 


per of che law of Moſes only to that people: and 
this conlideration alone is anſwer ehough unto 


thoſe that urge the authority of the law, ot Moſes ; 


tor the inflicting of capital puniſhments upon idol- 
aters. But however, I will examine this ar gu- ; 


ment a little more particulacly. 
The caſe of idolaters, ia reſpe&t of the Jews 


tommonwealth, falls under a double chaſideration, h 


The firſt 1 is, of thoſe who, being initiated, in, the 


| Maſaical. rites, and made-eitizens of that... comm N 
wealth, did af rwards apoſtatize from the wor wor <4 2 
n 


of the God of Tfracd. » Theſe were proceeded. agai 
as traitors! and rebels, guilty. of no leſs than bigh 


treaſon. For the commonwealth of t . — di- 

 ferenc in that ftom all others, it was abſolute Te. 
— be, any differ- 

es 


cracy; not was there or could. 
ence between that comme 3 
The laws eſtabliſned there concerning t 
of one invilihle Deity, were the civil 
people, and a ꝓatt of their, political go! 
N. _ —— e l 


V become 4 part off 
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Y no ſuch thing, under the . as 2 ehriftian 
commonweatth. ' There are, indeed, maay cities 
-avd Kingdoms that have profeſſedly embraced the 


Faith of Thrift ; bot they have "retained their at- 


eient form of government x with which che law of 
Chrift hath! not at all meddied, He; indeed, hatt 
taught men how, by faith and good" works, chey 
af aivinGcernal life. But he foſticuced- 0 Com- 
monwealth! He preſerwed vnto his followers Ho 
peculiar form of government g dor put Bethe (word. 
into any magiltrare's ' band, wh commiſſiom 
of in forcing men to forfake-their for- 

r "religion; and ure BY ann 
heath foreigners, and” ſoch d9Wert We ers 


0 d aaa of Hrael, were not | edi 
Þy force to ©bferve the rites of the Mbjſuical' aw. 
New of thecontrary, in ehe very ſame place, where 
i is ordered, that an HMruclite, #hat deut am idols, 
de put e deatb, there it is provides, that 
en bud not be bexed nor oppreſid. Exod. 
22. 20, 5 1 confeſs, that the ſeven nations, 
the land 'whiehy'ws wa pore wiſhed we? 
&ytterly to Be evt of) But this 
 betauſe they wete ele, B For, If 
ar Had (Frei reaſan'y "why were the Moabites, 
af6d'?''"Noy be derbi is 
© God" being in a peculiar manner the — 
etz, he could not folfed che sderstioh of 40 
Bae „Which was property ub Gtr Uf high 
8 inſt Kiten) ve ef Canem which = 
eis t Kingdd. Por (064 1s anffef“ vt 
5 ab ways cohfiſt With his mien which | 
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Ras feRtly polical;, in that countey..., All 
airy a park theretote to be-rooted but ot che boungs: 
of his kingdom 3 becauſe it was an. acknowicdge 
meas of. another God; that is 10 ſay, N e + 
agaiuſt- the lass of bis, empire, The inhab 

wete alſo to he: driven aut, chat the. nite 0 mY 
of the ſand might be-given/ta:the-diraclites....., 3 


Amongſt ſo man captives taken, to many nations 4 


teduced under thein ohedience we find nut ohe Man 
forced into che Jewiſh, religion, and the e af: 
the true God ; and puniſhed. tor idolatry. ; 
all of them were certainly guicy of it. 17 0 in 
| indeed; becoming'a- proſelyte, deſited to be mage 2 


citizen of their commonwealth, be was. obliged, do, 


 ſubmit,,unto.their laws 3 that s, to embtracę 


religion... But this he did willingly, on his on Aer 


cord, not by eonſtraint, and ſollicued for; it 8 4x 


: privilege ; aad as ſo00 as. he was admitted, 19 


came ſuzject to the. laws. of the commaawealth. 3 


which all idolatry was forbidden within che borders 


of the land of Canaan. But that lau (as 1. have; 
ſaid) did not teach to any of thoſe regions, however. 


kane unto Fs Ixasschat were Mae. | 


| Thus far Sage ag omward worlhip., Ler 1 
now conſider. articles,of faith... 


The articles of cel gion ae ſome of themgrafiicgy 


| and ſame Apeculative. Now, though both forty. 


coaſiſt ig the k uo dge of argchs.” e termig -. 


ate hmply. ia the undetſtandigg, . Fon 
will acd manners. Specylative.agigiens, there _ 
and cl fai (48 they are called) buen 


im poled 
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of the peop 


Eq. 
impoſed on any cliveck by the Jaw cf the Jand, 
For i it is abſurd that things ſhould be enjoined by 
laws, which are not in mens power tô perform. 
And to believe this or that to be true, does not de. 
pend upon our will. But of this enoogh has been 


aid already. But (will ſome ſay) let men at leaſt 


profeſs that they believe. A favtet religion faded, if 


Iba obliger mon 10 tell Ties both to God and man. If 
the magiſtrate. thinks to ſave men thus, he ſcems to 


underſtand little of the way of ſals ation. And if 


he does it not in order to ſave them, why is be ſo 


ſollicitous lane the zreicles of fark as 't to ne them 


by a law ? 


Further. The Magiſtrate ot he not to forbid , 


the preaching or profeſſing of any ſpeculative opi- 


nions in any church, becauſe they have no manner 
of relation to the civil rigbts ot the ſubjects. It 4 
Roman Catholic believe bat to be really the body 
ot Chriſt, which another man calls bread, he doe 


20 iajury WY to his neighbor, It a Jew do not 


believe the Newteſtament to be the word of God 


he does not thereby alter any thing in mens den 


rights. If a heathen doubt of hoth teſtaments, he 


is not therefore to be puniſhed as. a pernicious citiy 


zen. The 2 of the magiſtrate, and the eſtates 
e, may be equally ſecure, whether any 
man believe theſe things or no. I readily grant, 


that theſe opinions are falſe & abſurd. Bot the buſi-, : 
neſs of laws is not to provide for'the'truth of opiai- 
ons, but for the ſatety and ſecurity of the com- 
monwealth, and of every particular mans 
agd perſon,” Aug e! it . 10 * For truth "D 
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certainly would do well enough, if ſhe were one 
left to ſhift for herſelf. She ſeldom has received, 
and I fear neyer will receiye, much affiſtance from. 
the civil power. She is not taught by laws, nar. 
has ſhe any need of force to procyre her entrance in: 
to the mindg ot men. Errorg indeed prevail by th 
aſſiſtance of foreiga and borrowed ſyccqrs, But if 
truth makes not her way into the underſſandigg by. 
her own light, ſhe will be but the weaker for any. 
borrowed force; violence cannot add to her. Thuy 
much for ſpeculative opinions. Let us now pror 
ceed to praJjicat one. „ 
A good life, in which conſiſts not the Jegſt part of 
religion and true piety, ſtrengthens alſo the civil 
government; and in it lies religion and civil ſatety. 
Moral actions belong therefore to the juriſdictiop both. 
of the outward and inward z both of che ciyil zod 
domeſtick ; I mean, a good life, the eyidence of 
religion, which will ac leaſt include civility, Here 
therefore is great danger, leaſt one of thele jyciſdice 
tions intrude upon the other, and diſcord ariſe be- 
tween the Keeper of the public peace, and the Jaws 
of the church. But if what hag been already ſaid 
concerning the limits of both thoſe governments de 
righuy, conſidered, it will eaſily remove all difficult 


in this matter. FF 
Every man bas an immortal ſoyl, capable of 
eternal happineſs or miſery ; whole happigeſs de- 
pending upon his belieying, It follows from chence, 
If. That the obſervance of theſe things is the 
iighe obligation that lies upon mankiod,and chat 
dut utmoſt care and * ought to be exerciſed. 
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force and compuſſion are to be for born. 
is to be done compulſively. No body is obliged in 


„ —— 


_ Father injuriouſly prey upon the fruics of other wens 


t 50 } 


in the ſeafch and performance of them; becauſe 


there is nothing in this world that is of any conſi- 


deration in compariſon with eternity ſpent in che 
worſhip of God. 24. That ſeting one man does 
not lte the right of another, by his erronedus 
opinions, and undue manner of worthip, nor is his 


perdition any way prejudicial to other mens affairs; 


therefore the care of each mans falvation belongs 
only to himſelf. But I would not have this under- 
ſtood, as if I meant hereby to condemn all charita- 
ble anonit ions, and affect ion ate endeavors to reduce 


men from errors z which are indeed the greateſt 


duty of a chriſtian, Any one may employ as many 
exhortations and arguments as he pleaſes, towards 
the promoting of another man's ſalvation, But all 
Nothing 


that matter to yield obedience unto admonitions 
or injunctions of another, further than he himſelf is 
perluaded. Every man, io that, has the ſupreaie 


and abſolute authority of judging for himſelf. And 
the reaſon 18, becauſe no body elle is coneerned in it, 


nor can receive any prejudice from his cod 


therein. 


But beſides their fouls, which ate imaortal,” men 
have alfo their temporal lives here upon eaith z the 
ſtate whereof being frail and ficeting, and the dota- 


tion uncertain ; they have need of ſeveral outward 


conveniences to the ſupport thereof, which are to be 
procured or preſerved by paios and induſtry, But 
the depravity of mankind bei ing ſuch, that they had 


labours, 


1 Sy J 


labour, thao take pains to. provide for themſelues; 
the neceſſity of preſerving men in the paſſellion of 
| what, honeſt indutry Has already, acquired ; and alfo 
of preſerving, tl their liberty and ſretgih, whereby 
they. may acquire what they further want a? obliges 
men to enter into ſociety with one another; that by 
morval affiftance, and j Joiot for ce, they may ſecure 
unto. each other their properties, 1 in the things that 
antribute to the comfort and happineſs of this life ; 
NN in the mean while ti to every man. the e eate of 
bis own eternal happineſs, the attajameric whereof | 
can neither be faciliated by. another man's Iinguſtry, 
nor can the lol $ of ix turn, to. another man ” hurt, 
nor the hape of it be forced from hiny by oy ex- 
ternal violence. Bui. foraſmuch as men thus enter- 
ing int ſocieties, . grounded” anno = mutual 
comp s of aſſiſtance, | tor the de tence. of L their tem- 
; pora goods, may. nevertheleſs be. deprived of i them, 
eith ber by. the rapine and fraud of their fellow” ci 12 
2ens, of by the holhile violeoce gf foreigners; the | 
remedy of this evil conflſts | ig arms, riches, and 4 
- multitude of cn Zens the remedy of the other in 
laws z and the care of all things S relatin "g both. to the 
one and the 10 900 is commited o/ fociery to 
the civil o rare. This is the original, this is the 
ge and me are the bounds of the leg ative power, 
10 every commonwealth, 1 wean, "that provid oa 
way bg made for the "feeurity of esch 'man's pr 
poſicfſionsz for the ace, 0 and Vece bly 
modities of the $f le; and : 5 much as. pa 


Gble, for th e increaſe of th thei 1 ee 
ELON "d ai af Ber ig bee 


t * ) 
Theſe things being thus explaided, it is ealy to 
vnderſtand to what end the legiſlative power ought 
to be direted, and by what meaſures regulated; 
| (nid that is the temporal good and outward proſpes 
rity of the ſociety, which is the ſole refiſon of mens 
Entering into ſociety, and the oaly ro. Wag ſeek 
and aim at in it; And it is alfo evident what liberty 
remains to med in reference to their eternal ſalvation 
and that is, that every one ſhould do what kie in his 
conſcience is perſuaded to be acceptable to the Al. 
mighty, on whoſe good pleaſure and acceptance 
depends his eternal happineſs. For obedience is due 
M the firſt place to God, and afterwards to the 
ET 8 
But ſome may aſk, What if the magiſtrate Jhould 
rnjoin any thing by his authority that appears unlawful 
10 the conſcience of a private perſon ? I anſwer, That if 


3 government be faithfully adminiſtered, t the coun- 
0 tels of the magiſtrate be indeed directed to the public 
id Soo, this will ſeldom happen. But if perhaps it do {6 
j Fall out; I ſay; that ſuch a private perſon is to ab- 
| | Rain from the action that be judges lawful; and 
0 he is to Undergo the puniſhment, which it is not 
1 unjuſt for him to bear. For the private judgment : 
* of any perſon concerning a law enacted in political 
1 matterz, for the publie good does not take away the 
1 obligation of that law, nor deſerve a diſpenſation. 
if | Bur if the law indeed be concerning things that lie. 
j not within the verge of the magiſtrate's authority; 
5 (as for example, that the people, or any party a- 


mongſt them, ſhovld be compelled to embrace 4 
| Rrange religion, and join in the worſhip and cere- 
ne. | © 


+ 
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monies of another church,) men are hot in theft 
caſes obliged by that law, againſt their conſciences, 
For the political ſociety is inſticuted for no othef 
End but only to ſecute ebery man's poſſeſſion of the 
things of this life. The care of each man's ſoul, 
and of the things of heaven which heicher does be- 
long to the commonwealth; nor can be ſlubjeFed to 
it, is left entirely to every mans ſelf, Thus the 

ſafeguard of meds lives, and of the things that be- 
long unto this life, is the buſineſs of the common- 
wealth; and the preſerving of choſe things unto 
their owners is the duty of the magiſtrate, And 
therefore the magiſtrate cannot take away theſe 
worldly things from #bi# man, or party, and give 
them to that ; nor change property amongſt fel 
| low ſubjects, {no bot even by law) for any cauſe 

that has no relation to the end of civil government ; 
1 mean, for their religion; which whetherſit be true ot 
falſe, does no hurt to the worldly concerns of their 


fellow - ſubjects, which are the things that only belong 
unto the care of the commonwealth, 
But what if the magiſtrate bilieve ſuch a law as this 
to be for the public good? 1 anſwer*: As the private 
Judgment of any particular perſob, if erroneous, 
does not exempt him from the obligation of law, fo 
the private Judgment (as I may call it) of the magiſ- 
trate does not give him any new right of impoſing 
laws upon his ſubjects; which neither was in #be 
conflitution of the government granted him, nor eber 
Was in the potber bf the people to grant; and leaſt 
of all, if - be make it his buſineſs'ro enrich and ad 
vance his followers and fellow-ſeQaries, with the 


J. 


| ſpoils 
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was of ochers., Bur what if the magiſtrate beliews 
that he 1757 a right to make ſuch laws, and hat they 
are fer ile public good; 74 bis. Label, believe the 
cf,, Who ſpall be.ju 25 between them © I an, 
iwer, 0 0 alone. F 'Oor = no jodge upon earth 
bet wee the Sera . and The people, 
God, I lap, che only. 13 in this caſe, who will 
ward voto every one at the laſt, day according to 
is deſerts 4 that, i is accqtding, io, his. gcerity aud 
uptighineis, in endeaxgring/1 10 promote, piety, ant 
the pu able, weal * peace of Mank ind. But what 
| dome in the meamwoile ? 1 anſwer : : The 
principal and 78 7 care of every one ought to be 
| of bis own ſoul. firſt, and. high 1 is TAY, 2 gone 
ith the public. peace. ; 
* There are two forts of conteſts | a ode | 
the one managed by law, the other by' lofts F 20 
they, are of chat nature, chat where the. one ends, 
the ocher always. begins, But tit Is, not my bolioeſ 
Qt ,engquize into the power o the ah in the 
3 b .of Na * : 
what. aſually happens where controverſies . agile, 
Without 23 410 deiermiga 5 Tou will ſax 
then the magiitrate being the anger will have 1 
will, and carry his puiat. Witbobt doubt. But 
the queſtion. is not here e th ak 
E. the event, but the rule of he X 
But to came to particulars... I y. Hick. pa. 7 
pigions 9 to. humag ſacigty, of 194 thoſe.mo- + 
ral rules which are nece 5 hy the, pr 17700 . 
Civil, S4 are to be toleraced. by the "magilirare, 
Hor Me 1 5 les. ig ah. urch A 
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coc by che he baden of 75 mankind 3 be⸗ 
cauſe their own incereft, peade, reputation, every 
thing, would be thereby endangered. 
Another more ſecret evil, but ore Eatigetous to 
the commonwealth, 'is, when men ar rogate to tem- 


ſelves, and to thoſe of their own feR, ſomie peculi- 


ar prerogative, covered over with a ſpeciovy ew 


of deceitful words. but in effect appoſite to the eie. 
ih right "of the community. For example. We 


cannot And any ſet that benched expreſsly, and 6 
_ penly, that men are nat obliged to keep their pro. 
miſe, that princes may be dethroned 55 rhoſe that 


differ from chem in region; or that he” dothinion 


of all things belongs only to themſelves. | For theſe 
things, propoſed thus nakedly and plainly, oui 
ſoon draw on them the eye and hand of the "Hap 
trate, and awaken all the care of the cotmonwea 0 

to a watchfulnefs agaialt the ſpreading of fo danger 
ous an evil, But nevecthelels, we 1100 thoſe Jr” 


ay the lame things, in other words. What elſe do 


they mean, who teach that faith i is not to be kept with 
bereticks? Their meaning is, that the 'priviledge 
of bicaking faith belongs unto 7hem/elves ; for they 
declare all that are not of their communion to bs 
Kereticks, or at leaſt may declafe em ſo h 
ever they. think fit. What cap be the the 1 e 


their aſſerting that kings ee tle th 
23 fou au 2 It is ent 
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by arrogate unto themſelves the power. of depoſi og 


kings: ; becauſe they challenge the power of excoms 
- munication, as the peculiar right of their hierarchy, 


That dominion is founded in grace, is alſo an aſſer, 
tion by which thoſe who maintain it do plainly lay 


claim to the poſſeſſion of all zhings. For they ate 
not fo wanting to themſelyes as not to profeſs, them- 
ſelves co be the truly pioys and faithful, Theſe 


therefore, who. attribute the faithfu], religious and 
orthodox; that is, in plain terms, unto themſelves; 


any peculiar priviledge or power above other more 
tals, in civil concernments ; or who, upon precence 
of religion, dq challenge any manner of authority 
over ſuch as are not aſſociated with them in their 
eccleſiaſtical communion z I ſay theſe have no right 


to be tolerated in this, by the magiſtrate; as nei - 


| ther thoſe who will not own and teach the duty of 
_ tolecating all men in matters of mere religion, Far 
Vbat do all theſe and the like doctrines Ggnify, but 
that thoſe men may, and gte ready upon any occa- 
Hon to ſeize the government, and poſſeſs N Formocl 
of the eſtates of their fellow - ſuhjects; and that they 
only aſk leave to be tolerated hy the magiſtrate ſo 


long, uatil they Had weste ſtrong cqoygh to 


effect it? 


Again; that church can have no right tg be * 
lerated be the magiſtrate, which is conſtituted. up- 
un ſuch a bottom, that all thoſe who enter into it 


do thereby, ip/o facto, deliver themſelves up to the 


protection and ſervice of another earthly prince, 
For by. this means the magiſtrate would give way to 


the n of a N J eee ig his own * 
* 


* 


5 1 
ery, nnd (offer his'own, people to be liſted, as ſt 
were, for ſoldiets againſthis own government. Noe 
does the frivoloys diſt inet jon between che coyrt and 
the church afford any reqiedy ro this inconveniences 
eſpecially when both the one and the other arg — 
equally ſubject in civil matters to the abſolyre ave 
thority of the ſame perſon, It is ridiculous for ar 
ny one to profeſs himſelf to be a Mahometan only 
in his religion,” but in every thing elfe a faithfyl 
ſubjeq; to a chriſtian magiſtrate, whilſt at the ſatmerime 
| he ackiidwledges himfelf bound to yield blind obe- 

diene to the Mufti of Conffancinople'z who him: 
ſelf is entirely ' obedient to the Ottoman emperor, = 
and frames the oracle of that religion according to 
his pleaſyre, But this Muhometan living among} 
chriſtiaus, would yet mote apparently renoyncs 
| rheir gbyernweht, if ke acknowledged: the ſame = 
perſon to be head ot his'chyrch who '13 the ſpprem 


magiſtrate in the ſtare, : | ee 
lt remains that T ſay ſornething concerning thoſe 
alſemblies, which being vulgarly called; nurſeries 
_ bf fa@ion$ and feditions, are tho't to afford the 
ſtrongeſt matter of obje@ion againſt this doQring of 
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ody ought to be compelled in matters of religi jon, 
either by law or force, The eſtabliſnment of this 
1ne thing would take away all ground of complaints 
and rumults upon account of conſcience, And. 
: heſe cavſes of diſcoments and animoſities being 
ance removed, there would remaig nothing in theſe 
llemblies that were not more peacable, and leſs. 
apt to produce diſturbance ot ſtate, than in any o- 
ther meetings whatſoever, But let vs examine N 
ticularly the heads of theſe accuſations. 
You'll ſay, That aſſemblies and meetings endanger 


_ the public peace, and threaten the commonwealth, | 
«nlwer : if this be fo, why are there daily ſuch pu- 
merous meetings in markets, and courts of juvica- 
me? and a concourſe of people in cities ſuffered ? 
You'll reply; theſe are civil aſſemblies; but thoſe 
chat we object againſt are eccleſiaſtical. I anſwer,: 
tis a likely thing indeed, that ſuch aſſemblies as are, 


together remote from civil affairs, ſhovld be moſt 
pt ro embroil them. But & will be urged Riill, 


hat civil aſſemblies are open, and free tor any one 


enter into; wherezs religious conventicles, are more 
;7ivate, and thereby give opportunity to, claodel-. 


dae machinations, I anſwer, that this 7s nat Ariltiy 


: for many civil aſſemblies ate not open to eve- 


1 v "NOR: And if ſome religious meetings be private, 


4$30Are they { I beſeech you) that are to be.blam< 
. it? Thoſe that deſite, or thole that for bid 
heir being public ? Again z voufll, ſay, that. re-, 
ne co mUEů,/jüG½ does exceediogly zunite mens, 
unds and | affections 40 one -another,. and 19 there, 
fore che ore Aangerous: ; But it this 1 1 


* »w # 24 
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is not the magiſtrate afraid of his own church; and 


why does he not forbid their aſſemblies, as things 


dangerous to his government? Tou'll ſay, be! 
. cauſe he himſelf is a part, and even the bead of 


them. As if he were not alſo a part of the com- 


monwealth, and the head of che whole people. 


Let us therefore deal plainly; The magiſtrate i 


dai es seen, but not of his owa; be- 
cauſe he is kind and favoutr able to the one, bar ſe 
vete and ctruel to the other. Thefe he treats. like 


children, and indulges them even to wantonneſs : 


thoſe he uſes as ſlaves; and how blameleſsly ſoever 
they demean themſelves, recompeaſes them no 0- 
therwiſe chan by priſons,” confiſcations, and death. 

Tbeſe he cher iſhes and detends: 7 hoſe he eonnnvally 


fcourges and oppteſſes. Let him turn the tables: 
or let thoſe diſſenters enjoy but the ſame privileges 
in civils as his other ſubjects, and he will quickly 
fiad that theſe voy pre meetings will de ao longer 
| dangerous. . For if men enter into ſeditious con- 


ſpiracies,” *tis not religion that inſpires them to it in 


their meetings; but their ſufferings and oppreſſions 
that make them willing to eaſe themſelves. Juſt and 


moderate governments are every where quiet, every 


treated, and live miſerably.” Believe me, the ſtics 


that are made proceed not ffom any peculiartemper 
of ns On hunger ae ſocistys bu fre m 


the 


” 4 *w 


\ 


whete ſafe, But oppreſſion ' raiſes ferments, and 
makes men ſtruggle to caſt off an uneafy and tyran- 
nical yoke, I know «that - ſedttions' are very fre- 
quently raiſed, upon p retence of religion; But tis 
as true that, f tor religion; ſubjegts are frequently ill 
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"the common diſpoſition of all mankind, who whey 
they groan under any heavy burthen, endeavour naty- 
 yally to ſhake off the yoke that galls their necks, Sup⸗ 
poſe this buſineſs of religion were let alone, and 
that there were ſome other diſtioRion made between 
 tmen aid men, upon account of their different com- 
plerions, ſhapes aud features; fo that choſe wha 
| Have black hair (for example) or grey eyes, ſhould 
pot enjoy the ſame privileges as other citigens z 
that they ſhould nat be permitted either to buy or 
ell or live by their callings can it be doubted 
but theſe perſons, thus diſtinguiſhed from others 
dy the colour of their hair and eyes, and united to- 
gethier by one common perlecution, would be az 
Jangerous to the magiſtrate, as any others that had aſ- 
ſociated themſelves meerly upon the account of reli- 
ion; Some enter into company for trade and pro- 
Ac t others, for want of buſineſs, have their clubs 
for clarret neighbourhoods. join ſome, and religi- 
8 But f is one only thing which ga- 
thers people into ſeditious commotions, and that is 
r 
Foul ſay; what, will you have people meet at 
Eivige ſeryice againſt tbe magiſtrates till ; I anſwers, 
Why, I pray, againſt his will? Is it not both law- 
Ful and neceſſary thet they ſhould meet? Agaioft 
His will, do ypu ſay * That's what 1 complain of. 
That is the very root of all the miſchief, Why 
are aſſemblies Jeſs ſufferable in 4 church than io a 
marker? Thoſe that meet there are not more vi- 


Dious, or more turbulent, than thoſe that get elſe 
here, Take away the partiality that is uſed "a 


L 1 
8rds them in matters of common tight; charge the 
laws 1 take away the penalges upto. which they ate 
ſudjected : and all things will immediately become 
ſafe and pesceabie. Nay, thoſe that are averſe to 
the religion. of the magiſt tate, i themſely 
ſo much the more to maigtain the peace 1 
the co h, as heir condition is 1 
that place than clſewhere.y ad 30 the ſeveral can- 


gregationg, like ſo many guardians of the public = 


peace, will watch, one anarker, that nothing may 
be ahaoged.in che. form of the government: "= 
cauſe they can hope for nqthing detter than what 
they already enjqy; that is, zn equal ae 
with their fellow {ubjefts, nder s juſt and mode 
tete goverament. Now. if that church, 'which a- 
grees is religion with the prince, be eſteemed the 
chief @pporc of any wil goverment, and that for 
no otber reaſon than hecauſe the prince is Kind, and 
the laws are. favorable. to it 3 how much greater 
will be the ſecurity of a government, where all gaad 
ſubjects, of whatſoever church they..be, withour a+ 
ny diſtinction ap account af religion, epjoy ing 
the ſame favaur af the prince, and the ſame bene- 
fic of the laws, ſhall become the common ſupport 
and gvard of it; and where none will have any ac» 
caſo to. fear the ſeverity. of the laws, but thoſe 
that. do injuries to their neighbors, and offend a- 
exinſt the rinil pace? 3 
That we may draw. towards 2 cotglufao. The 
fun. Full me drive at is, that - ever) ren ne a 
the lame rights that are granted tg. Is it 


5. 
miles e God id the Roman manner? . Let 
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it be permitted to do it in the Geneva form alſo. I 
it permitted to ſpeak Latin in the market- place? 


Let thoſe that have a mind to it, be permitted to do 
it alſo in the church. Is it lawful for aby man in 
his own houſe, to kneel, ſtand, fit, or uſe aby other 
poſture; and to cloath himfelf i in white or black, 
in ſhort or in long garments ? Let it not be made 
unlawful to eat bread, drink wine, or waſh wick 
water, in the chureh. Ia a vord; whatſoever 
things are left free by law in the common occaſions 
of life, let them remain free unto every church in 
divine worſhip. Let no man's life, pr body, or 
bouſe, or eſtate, ſuffer any manner of evil vpon theſe 
accounts. Can you allow of the Preſbyterian diſ- 
cipline ? Why ſhould not the Epiſcopal allo have 
what they like? 

. Eeclefiaftical aftemblies and ſermons, are jultifi- 
able by daily experience, and public allowance. 
Theſe are allowed to people of ſome one perſuaſion, 
why not to all ? It any thing paſs in a religious 
meeting ſeditiouſiy, and contrary to the public 
peace, it is to be puniſhed in the ſame manner, and 
bo otherwiſe than it it had happened in a fair er 
market. Theſe meetings ought not to be ſanctua- 
Ties for factious fellows; nor opght it to be leſs 
lawful for men to meet in churches than in halls; 


dor are one part vf the ſubjects to be eſteemed more 


blameable for their meeting together than another, 
Every one is to be accountable for his own acti- 
ons ; and no man is to be laid under a ſuſpicion ur 
dium, for the fault of another. Thoſe that are 
feditious, murderers,” — robbers, adulterers, 
eee 


11 

ganderets, &c. of whatſoever church, whether ng. 
tional or not, ought to be puniſþed and ſuppteſſed. 
Bot thoſe whoſe words and actions are peaceable, 
ought to he upon equal terms with their tellow 
ſubje&s. Thus if ſolemn aſſemblies, obſervations 
of teſtivals,. public, worſhip, be permitted te any 
one fort of profeſſors, all tbeſe things. ought to be 
permitted to the Preſhyterians, Independants, Ana- 
daptiſts, Arminians, Quakers, and ethers, with che 
| ſame liberty, Nay, it we may opeoly. ſpeak the 
truth, and as becomes one man to another ; neither 
Pagan nor Jew, ought. to he excluded from the 
bs rights of che commonwealth, becauſe of his 
religion. The goſpel commands vo ſoch thing. 
The church which judges not thoſe that are without, | 
(2 Cor. 5. 12, 13. Jwants it not. And the com- 
monwealth, which embraces. indifferently all men 
that are honeſt, peaceable, and induſtrious, requires 
it nc, Shall we ſoffer à Pagan to deal and trade 
with us, and ſhall.we not ſuffer him to pray unto 
and ve wg God ? If we allow, the KA to have 
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_ the laws of the goſpel, or the prec 


chat are in themſelyes molt diſpprent, che gligich u 
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wis che fault of the chriſtian religion ? If it be fo, 

truly the chriftiati religion is the wWorſt of all reli. 
gions, and ought neither to be embraced nor tole- 
rated by any commonweatth, For if tn be the. 
genius, biz the natute of the chriſtian religion, to 


be turbulent, and deſtructive to the civil peace; 
that church itſelf which the magiſtrate indulges will 
not always be innocent. But far be it from us to 
ſay any ſoch thing of that religion, which carries 


the greateſt oppoſition to cvvetopſneſs, ambition. 


 difcord, contention, and all manner of inordinate 


defies ; and is the moſt modeſt and peaceable reli- 


gion that ever was, We muſt therefore ſeek ano- 
ther cauſe of thoſe eyils chat are charged upon reli 


gion. And if we conſider right, we ſhall find it to 


cConſiſt wholly in the ſubject that I am'treating of. 
It is not the diverſity of opinions, (which cannot be 
avoided) but the refuſal ot toleration to thoſe that 
are of different opinions, that has produced all the 
buſtles and wars that have been in the chriſtian 
world, upon acrount of religion, The heads and 
leaders of the church, moved by avarice and infatia» 
ble defire of dominion, making uſe of the immode- 


rate ambition of 'magiſtrates, and the credulous 


ſuperſtition of the giddy multitude, have incenſed 
and animated them againſt thoſe that diſſent from 


themſelves ; by preathing ynto them, contraty ta 


that ſchiſmaticks'ahd hereticks arł mo de rooted ot 
of their poſſeſſions and deftroyed,, And thys hive 


ceprs of ch To 


they mixed together, gad confolznded two things 


ths 


8 . 
the commonwealth, Now as it is very difficult for 
men patiently to ſuffer themſelves to be ſtripr of 
the goods: which they have got by their honeſt ine 
duſtry, and contrary to all the laws of equity, both 
human and divide, to be delivered up for a prey to 
other mens violence and rapine ; eſpecially when 
they are altogether blameleſs, and that the occaſion 
for which they are thus treated, does not at all be- 
long to the juriſdiction of the magiſtrate, but entire. 
ly to the conſcience of every particular man, for the 

conduct of which he is accountable to Sad only; 
mat elſe can be expected, but that theſe men, 
grow ing weary of the evils under which they labor, 
mould ia che end think it lawful for them to reſiſt 
force with' force, and to defend their natural righty 
(Which are hot forfeltable upon account of religion) 
with arms as well as they can? That this has been 
hitherto the ordinary courſe ot things, is abundantly 
evident in hiſtory : and that it will continve to bg 
ſo hereafier, is but too apparent in reaſon, It 
 tannor indeed be otherwiſe, ſo long as the principle 
of perſecution for religion ſhall prevail, gs it has 
done hitherto z and ſo Jong as thoſe who ought ta 
be the preachers of peace and concord, ſhall conu- 
nue, with all their art and ftreopth, to excite men 
to arms, and ſound the trumpet of war. But that 
magiſtrates ſhould thus ſuffer theſe incendiaries, 
and diſturbers of the public peace, might juſtly bg 
wondered at, if jt did not appear that they have 
been myited by them wnto a participation of the 
ſpoil, and have therefore tbonght fit to make vſe of 
their covEtoplnels and pride, as means w hereb) 10 
ieee ; x. 
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increaſe their own power. For who does not ſee 
that theſe good men are indeed more miniſters ot the 
_ government than miniſters of the golpel z and that 
by flattering the ambition, and favoring the domi- 
nion of prinees and men in authority, they endeavor 
with all their might to promote that tyranny in the 
commonwealth, which otherwiſe they ſhould not 
be able to eſtabliſh in the church? This is the 
__ unhappy agreement that we fee between the church 
and ſtate, Whereas if each of them would contain 
itſelf within its own bounds, the one attending to 
the worldly welfare of the commonwealth, the other 
co glority God, it is impeſſtble that any diſcord 
ſhould ever have happened between them. Sed, 
pudet bec opprobria, Se. God Almighty grant, I 
beſeech him, that the goſpel of peace may at 
length be preached, and that civil wagif tates 
growing more careful to conform their, own eonſci· 
ences to the law of God, and leſs folxitous about 
the binding of other mens _conſciences by buman 
laws, may, like fathers of their country, direct all 
their counſels and endeavors to promote univerſally 
the civil welfare of all their. children, except only 
of ſuch as ate ungovernable, and injurious (in civil 
matters) to their brethren; and that all eecleſiaſti- 
cal men, who boaſt themſelves to be the ſucceſſots 
of the apoſtles, walking peaceably and modeſtly'in 
the apoſtles ſteps, without intermeddling with ſtate 
affairs, may. apply chemfelves wholly to promote 
** gloryof of Goc & mala ſalvation of ſou. ; ; Fareed; 
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things concerniag bereſy and ſchiſm. A Turk 


18 not, nor can be, either heretick or ſchiſmatick, to 
a chriſtian ; and if any man fall off from the chriſ⸗ | 


tian faith to Mahometiſm, he does not thereby 
become a heretick or ſchiſmatick, but an apoſtate 
and an infidel. This no body doubts of. And 


by this it appears, that men of different religions 
cannot be hereticks or ſchiſmaticks to one another. 


We are to enquire therefote what men are of 


the ſame religion, Concerning which it is Wanifeſt, 


that thoſe who have one and the ſame rule of faith 


and worſhip, are of the ſame-religioa 3 and thoſe. 


who hůve not the ſame rule of faith and worſhip, 
are of different religions. For ſince all things — 


belong vato that religion, are contaiged in that rule, 
it follows neceffarily, that thoſe who agree in one 


rule, are of one and the fame religion ; and vice 
verſa. Thus Turks and Chriſtians: are of differ- 
ent religions, becaule theſe take the holy ſcriptures 


to be the rule of their religion, and tboſe the alcoran. 
Ad for the ſame, reaſon there may be diffetens 


religions alſo even amongſt Chriſtians, -- The Pa- 
piſts and the Lutherans, though both of tham pro- 
25 fonh in Ovid, and are therefore called Chrilti- 


ans; 
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Ans, yet are not both of the ſame religion, becauſt 
theſe acknowledge nothing but the holy ſcriptures to 
be the rule and foundation of their religion; hoſe 


take in alſo traditions and the decrees of popes, add 


of all theſe together make the rule of their religion, 
And thus the Chriſtians of St. John, and the Chriſ. 


tians of Geneva, are of different religions; becauſe 
_ #6eſt alſo take only the ſcriptures, and tboſe, I know 


not what traditions, for the rule of their religion. 
This being ſettled, it follows; Frf, That hereſy 


is a ſeparation made in eccleſiaſtical communion 


between men of the ſame religion, for ſome opinions 
ho way contained in the rule itſelf. And Serondly, 


That amongſt thoſe who acknowledge nothing but 


the holy ſcriptures to be their rule of faith, hereſy 
38 a ſeparation made in their chriſtian communion, 


for opinions not contained in the expreſs words of 
ſeriptuß Now this ſeparatian may be made in a 
_ twofold manner. „ 


t. When the greater part, or the ſtronger part 
of the church ſeparates itſelf from others, by ex- 
cluding them out of her communion, becauſe they 


will not profeſs their beliet of certain opinions 


which are not to be found in the expreſs words of 


lcripture. For it is not the fewneſs of thoſe who 


are ſeparated, nor the authority of the magiſtrate, 


that can make any man guilty of hereſy, But he 


Only is an heretick who divides the church into 


parts, introduces names and marks of diſtiaction, 
and voluntarily makes a ſeparation becauſe of ſuch 
_ opinions, _ e BIT FO S219 IG PIE 


2. When 
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2. When any one ſeparates himſelf from the 
communion bf a church, becauſe that church does 
not publicly profeſs ſome cettain opinions which the 
holy ſcriptures do not expreſaly teaeg. 
Both theſe are Herelichs ? becauſe they, err in fen- 
| damentals, aud they. err viſtinately- againſt. knowledges 
For when they have determined the, holy ſcriptures | 
to bo the only foundation of faith; they neverthe- 
leſs lay down certain propoſitions as fundamental, 
which ure not in the ſeriptute 3 and becauſe others 
uill not acknowledge theſe additional opinions of 
theirs, not build upon them as if they were neceſſary 
and fundamental, they there fote make a ſeparation 
ia the church ; either by withdrawing themſelves 
from the others, or expelliog the others from them. 
Nor does it fignify. any thing for them to ſay that 
their confeſſions and fymbols are agreeable to ſcrip-. 
tore, and to the analogy of faith. For they be 
expreſt in words of ſcripture, there can de no queſ- 
tion about them; becauſe lbgſe are acknowledged 
by all chriſtians to be of divine inſpiration, asd 
theretore fundamental. But if they ſay that the 
articles which they require to be profeſſed; ate con- 
ſe quences deduced from the ſcriptute 3 it is un- 
duubtedly well done of them to believe and profeſs 
ſuch things as ſeem: unto. them ſo agreeable to the, 
tule of faith; Hur it would be very ill done is 
croud-thofe things upon, others, unto whom they do 
pot ſeem to be the certain docttines of the ſcripture... 
And to make a ſeparation for ſuch. things. as theſe, 
which neither are nor can be tundamental, is to 
| became Hereticks. For I do not think there is a0 


ts. Ao 


n 

ian ktrived te that degtee of madneſs, as that he 
dare give out his conſequences and interpretations 
of {eripture as divine inſpirations, and compare the 


articles of faith that he has framed according to his 
coden fancy with the authority of the ſcripture. 1 
_ KnoW®there are ſome propoſitions ſo evidently agree- 


#blz to ſcripture, that nobody can deny them to be 


dran from tbence; but about rboſe therefore there 


ean be no difference. This only I ſay, that howe / 


ver clearly we may think this or the other doctrine 
to be deduced from ſeripture, we ought not there - 


fore co impoſe it upon others, as « neceſſary article 


of faith, beeauſe ve believe it to he agreeable to the 
rule of faith ; unleſs we would be content alſo that 


other doErines' ſhould be impoſed upon us in the 


ſame manner; and that we ſhould be compelled to 

receive and profeſs all the different and contradic- 
cory opiaiobs of Lutherans, Calviniſts, Remonſtranis, 
Shakers; Anabaptiſts, and other ſets which the 


contrivers' of ſymbols, ly ſtems and eonfeffions, are 
decuſtomed to deliver unto their followers as genu- 


ine and neceſſary deductions from the holy ſcripture. 


I'cannor' bot wonder at the exttavagant arrogante: 


of thoſe men who think that they themſelves can 


explain things necefſary to ſalvation more clearly 


chan the Holy Ghok,, the eternal and infinite wiſdom. 


Thus moch concerning berech; which word in 
pommon' uſe is applied only to the doctrinal part 


of religion, Let us no conſider hin, which is 
A erime near akin to it. For both thote words teem 


ynto me to ſiguify an i/I-grounded ſepgratias in eccle. 


£905" 


| hafical communion, Made about things not meceſſry. 3 
But ſince vſe, which is the ſupreme law in matter ß 
language, has determined that hereſy relates to errors 
m faith and ſchiſm to thoſe in worſhip'or "diſcipline, 
we muſt conſider them under that diſtinction. 
Scbiſm then, for the ſame reaſons that have alrea- 
dy been alledged, is nothing elſe but a ſeparation 
made in the communion of the church, upon ac- 
count of ſomething in divine worſhip, or eccleſjaſs 
ical diſcipline, that is dot any neceſſary part of it. 
if Now nothing in worſhip or diſcipline can be neceſ- 
ſary to chriſtina communion, but what Chriſt our 
| begiſlator, or the apoſtles, by inſpiration of the Holy Ag 
Spirit, have commanded in expreſs words, 406 
lsa a werd : he that denies not any thing that the _ 
holy ſcriptures teach in expreſs words, nor makes a 
ſeparation upon occaſion of any thing that is not 
manifeſtly contained in the ſacred text; bove rer 
he may be nick-named by any ſect of chrifliahls; and 5 
declared by ſome, or all of them, to be utterly voted 
of true chriſtianity, yet in deed arid in truth this 
man cannot be either a Heretick or Schiſmaticxk. 
Theſe things mighc have been explained 1 © = 
largely, and more advantageouſly : but it is enou |} 
to have hinted at . thus . to a | of 1 
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man arrived to that degree of madneſs, as that he 


dare give out his conſequences and interpretations 
of {Eripture as divine inſpirations, and compare the 
articles of faith that he has framed according to his 
owt). fancy with tke authosity of the ſcripture. I 
know there are ſome propoſitions ſo evidently agree- 
idle to ſcripture, that nobody can deny them to be 
drawn from tbence; but about boſe therefore there 
can be no difference. This only I (ay, that howe 


ver clearly we may think this or the other doctrine 


to be deduced from ſeripture, we ought not there 


fore to 1mpoſe it upon others, as « neceſſary article 
of faith, beeauſe we believe it to he agreeable to the 


rule of faith; unleſs we would be content alſo that 


other doctrines ſhould be impoſed upon us in the 
ſame manner; and that we ſhould be compelled to 
receive and profeſs all the different and contradic- 


cory opiai@hs of Lutherans, Calviniſts, Remonſtranis, 
Shakers; *Anabaptifts, and other ſets which the 


contrivers of ſymbols, {yſtems and eonfeffions, are 


decuRomed'to' deliver onto their followers as genu- 
ine and neceſſary deductions from the holy feripture. 


I cannot bot wonder at che extravagant arroganes 
of thoſe men who think that they themſelves can 
explain things necefſary to falvation more clearly 

_ the Holy Ghoſt, the eternal and infinite wiſdom 


Thus much concerning ber; which word in 
gommon uſe is applied only to the doctrinal part 


af religion. Let us now"confider febifm, which is 
&erime near akin to it. For both thoje words leerm - 
Yoto me to ſiguify an ill. greuudta /epgratian in eccles 


Aalie, 


| haſtical communi on, wade bb things x mt neeeffary.. | 


But ſince uſe, which is the ſupreme law in matter of 
language, has determined that hereſy relates to errors 
Mt faith and ſchiſm to thoſe in worſhip or ae, 
we muſt conſider chem under that diſtinction. 


Schiſm the, for the ſame reaſons that have alrea- 


dy been alledged, is nothing elfe but a ſeparation 
made in the communion of the church, upon ac. 
count of ſomething in divine worſhip, or eceleſiaſ- 


Nos nothing in worſhip or diſcipline can be neceſ- 
ſary to Chriſtinn communion, but what Chrift our 
Legiſlator, or the apoſtles, by inſpiration of the Holy | 
5 Spirit, have commanded in expreſs words. 
In a werd: he that denies not any thing that the | 
holy ſcriptures teach in expreſs words, nor makes a 
| ſeparation upon occaſion' of any thing that is not 
manifeſtly contained in the ſacred text; boserer 
he may be nick-named by any ſect of chriftians, _ 
declared by ſome, or all of them, to be uttetly void 
of true cbriſtianity, yet in deed arid in truth e 
map cannot be either a Heretick or Schiſmatick. 
| Theſe things might have been explained more 
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«tical diſcipline, that is not any neceſſary part of it. 
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